
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

8:00 AM - Traditional Worship 
9:30 AM - Contemporary Celebration 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship 
 

Listen on the Radio: 

Our 8:00 AM worship service is 

broadcast on WVIJ-FM (91.7) 
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Ellen Even 
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Barbara Hald 
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Carol Hansen 
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Paul Kisner  
 Youth Director  

Mick Vincze 
 Church Sexton 

Eileen West 
 Music Director & Organist 
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KNOW Christ 
GROW to love 
Christ 
GO to serve 
Christ 

The Church Moves Forward, Not In Circles 
 One of the great visionaries of the 20th century was Walt Disney.  When  
Disney’s two daughters were young, he used to take them to an amusement park.  
Walt was especially captivated by the carousel.  As he approached it, he saw a blur 
of bright images racing around to the tune of energetic calliope music.  But when he 
got closer and the carousel stopped, he could see that his eye had been fooled.   
He observed shabby horses with cracked and chipped paint.  And he noticed that 
only the horses on the outside moved up and down.  The others stood lifeless, bolted 
to the floor.  The cartoonist’s disappointment inspired him with a grand vision:   
Disneyland and Walt Disney World. 
 Vision is essential for a God-led church.  It is utterly indispensable.  Why?   
Because vision helps us to ensure that the things we do match up with the vision  
of where we are trying to go.  Vision aims us at the target ahead.  Vision sparks and 
fuels the fire within, and draws our church forward.  If a church lacks vision, the 
best it can do is what it has always done; and even what they have done seems to 
require more and more effort to maintain.  The result of a lack of vision is  
movement without progress –  
a journey of circles. 
 Walt Disney had a vision, but 
didn’t have any idea how to make it 
happen.  He was in danger of just 
traveling in circles until he decided 
the best way to move forward was to 
partner with his brother, Roy.  Roy 
was very different from Walt, but he 
was a good businessman who could 
make things happen.  Together, they 
made an incredible team. 
 In 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, Paul has 
a vision of how the church should move  
forward.  “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different 

kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the 

same God works all of them in all people.”  Many people, many gifts, working  
toward God’s common goal.  Here at Port Charlotte United Methodist Church we 
are celebrating our 50th year of ministry.  All kinds of people and gifts have come 
together in the past and that is what will propel us into the future. 
 My friends, we need to thank God when you see people who have different 
backgrounds, gifts, desires and abilities loving and serving Christ alongside you.  
Their presence here means that we are moving forward for God and not in circles 
for ourselves.  Keep going and never quit! 
 
 Grace, 
 

 Pastor Brian 
 

November 
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Letters  

 

Let the trumpets sound! 
 
I want to express my sincere appreciation to all persons 
that  
made it possible to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
Homecoming Celebration at our United Methodist 
Church on  
October 17, 2010. It was a most grandiose occasion 
which could not have been accomplished without the 
God-given talents of all those involved. I have been a 
member of the Methodist Church for over 76 years and 
have never  
witnessed such a splendid service. 
 
Thank you for this awesome memory, 
Bettie Curtis 
 
—————————————————————— 
 
Jane, 
 
Many valuable lives will be saved by the effort you 
have made to ensure a successful blood drive.  
 
We registered 16 donors and collected 12 units. This 
means 38 local lives will be saved. 
 
Thank you for your contribution and ongoing support 
for this important community program. Your next 
blood drive is  
scheduled for December 19, 2010. 
 
Judie Mc Glinchey 
Florida Blood Center 
____________________________________________ 
 
Sincere heart-felt “Thank you,” to my church family. 
This is my expression for your support. I appreciate 
your prayers and get well cards during my hospitaliza-
tion. To God my great physician be the honor and 
glory. 
 
In His name, 
 
Elfreda Bryan 

Howard Davis  10-13-10 
Austin McCleary 10-11-10 
Norma Mooney 10-16-10 
Philenia Parker 9-25-10 
James Shields, Sr. 9-8-10 

 
1st Saturday Get-Together 

November 6 

Meet at the church at 9:30am 
and we will carpool to  
Arcadia to go antique  

For more information call: 
Linda Layman  (941) 276-5478 or June Richards (941) 255-5273 

From the Landscape Committee 
If you have plants in your yard  
that have overgrown their space  
we would be happy to transplant  
them around our church.  
Please call Sandi Hurl  
at 626-4809.  
 
Thank you so much. 

October 20, 2010 
 
Dear Brian. 
 
What a splendid celebration we enjoyed last Sunday. When we 
have had the occasion to return to PCUMC, it always feels like 
going home. 
 
Hank and I know first hand the Herculean task involved in the 
planning and carrying out these special events. No one does it 
better than the folks of Port Charlotte United Methodist 
Church. 
 
The music was thrilling, the children were delightful, and your 
message was inspiring. The luncheon after church was exactly 
what Hank and I remember with excited taste buds and ex-
panded waist lines! 
 
It was an horror to serve there and a pleasure to return for the 
50th Anniversary Celebration. We so enjoyed meeting you and 
your wife. I hope you were finally able to rest after the  
pumpkin patch to-do. 
 
Brian, on our behalf, would you please extend our love and  
appreciation to all those dear saints who worked so hard  
preparing a perfect celebration. 
 
Gratefully, 
 
Jackie and Hank 
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UMM Breakfast Meeting 
November 1 ~ 7 AM, Perkins Restaurant 

 

******************* 
UMM Board Meeting 

November 10th ~ 3 PM ~ Conference Room 

November Dates 

United Methodist Men 

Join us on a trip to the Holy Land! 

January 22, 2011  Cost $69   
Contact Bill Bishop for more information and  

sign up in the church office! 

Christmas is Coming…… 
 and that means the PCUMC Annual Christmas Dinner 
      will be served for the 25th year on Christmas Day. 
 
This early announcement is to alert you of a major change – not for Christmas Day, but in the food 
preparation. Due to state and County Restaurant Health codes, all food preparation must be done 
the church premises. That means all 60 – 70 of our turkeys must be roasted at Church. Instead of 
one day of carving, we will need carvers on the days preceding Christmas.  We will also need  
assistance with the roasting preparation.    
 Since the church’s refrigerators can’t accommodate the above number of frozen turkeys, we 
will need folks to deliver thawed birds according to a schedule. 
 We do not anticipate any changes with pies.   We have asked for non-refrigerated pies and 
based on the last few years, probably 80% of the pies come from Publix, WalMart or Sams.   
So we will continue to ask and accept pies from all of you. 
 The Christmas dinner planners will meet in November to map out our strategy.  Jim Hepler, 
Phil Western, our chefs, and Bob and I are confident that this new way will work out and will put 
us in compliance with state and county codes. If you would like to be a part of the planning team, 
and this includes all aspects of the dinner from set-up, shut-in dinner phone reservations, Home 
delivery coordinator, serving, decorations, etc, please call the church office, 625-4356 or Chris 
Burr, 764-1866, to volunteer.  The planning meeting will be at 5:30pm, November 9, 2010 in 

Fellowship Hall. 

 For those willing to donate turkeys, pies, or volunteer their time before Christmas or during 
the dinner as a server or dining room helper, delivery to shut-ins, and kitchen helper, look for the 
sign-up form immediately after Thanksgiving. 

 
  Chris Burr 
 

November 12   8am—2pm 

November 13   9am—Noon 
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Children’s Weekday Ministry 

A Tea Party Event at PCUMC!A Tea Party Event at PCUMC!A Tea Party Event at PCUMC!A Tea Party Event at PCUMC!    
 
It’s been all over the news about Tea party events.  

So, we thought you might want to hear about ours.  

Last month during “T” week one of our VPK  

(Voluntary Pre Kindergarten) classes had a tea party.   

Mrs. Margaret Poole (one of our church members) gave the  

Children’s Weekday Ministry a set of china cups and saucers.  

The families pitched in to bring all kinds of  finger foods for the kids.  

They had a choice of cold or hot tea or green tea, mini quiche,  

tiny sandwiches and  special cookies. The children were  

asked to put on their church clothes and bring their  

best manners. One of the children told me they “didn’t  

have church clothes because they have never been to  

church”. I told him “that’s okay, you can wear anything  

you would like” he asked if his “Superman shirt would be  

nice?” I told him “I think so!”  Ms. Margaret helped us to  

pull out all the bells and whistles.  We decorated the tables  

with fancy table clothes and special trays. She poured tea  

and helped to teach the children good manners. We are so  

grateful for the gift of the china but even more so,  

we appreciate the time Margaret was able to come to be  

with the children. This month we will have two more  

“Tea” parties. Pray for teachers... as we put china in the  

hands of four year olds. :-) 
 
 

Praising God, 

Ericka 

Love ����    Play ���� Learn 
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Calendars For Sale! 
 
The Children’s Ministry is 
selling these beautiful scripture 
2011 wall calendars for $7. 
 

Makes a wonderful 
Christmas Gift!! 

What a month of togetherness this has been, with the Trus-
tees’ Work Day, Our Church's 50th Celebration, the Pump-
kin patch and forty five children and their families on 
Wednesday nights practicing for the Christmas Program. 
The unity of this church is driven by those who love there 
church and their God. I love working alongside brothers 
and sisters in Christ to show our children what a Christian 
can accomplish when they have the joy of the Holy Spirit.  
Trunk or Treat will be a fun time as always, but I am really 
looking forward to Church @ 6 starting in January. If you 
feel God calling you to this ministry please come and talk 
with me.It is so exciting to start something new and differ-
ent and I hope you will be a part of the Joy. 
 
In His Love, 
Barbara 

Dodgeball Tournament at Edgewater UMC November 13 
7th—12th Grades 
See Paul for more info 

Health Ministry   Jane Trammel 

Children’s Ministry  Barbara Hald 

Youth Ministry Paul Kisner 

Friendships Unlimited 
A Non-Profit Adult Day Respite Program 
 

Tuesdays from 10am—2pm at the  

Community Life Center on Edgewater Drive. 

 
Please, continue to consider this ministry and keep the 
dedicated people who serve in this ministry in your prayers. 
These people would be happy to talk with anyone that is 
interested. 
 
Come to the Health Ministry office (old copy room) and  
be connected to a worthwhile ministry right here in our 
community! There is a “wish list” that will give ideas for 
donations—for example, old magazines, used Christmas 
cards and items for arts and crafts. 
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Frederick and Harriet Paulsen 11/03/1945 
Bill and Carrie Weller 11/14/1998 
Tom and Judy Brown 11/23/2008 
Irwin and Marjorie Clark 11/26/1947 
Arthur and Donna Lageveen 11/27/1993 
Verlin and Marilyn Morrison 11/30/2001 
 

01 Marilyn Buckingham 
01 Sharon Chinn 
01 Lynn Littlefield 
02 Russell McManamy 
02 Jennifer Kramer 
03 Mary Sue Clemons 
03 Jessica McNally 
05 Kenneth Roberson 
06 Mary Lou Peck 
07 Ruth McCleary 
08 Bill Weller 
08 Paul Kisner 
08 Brett Yanni 
09 Neill Buddy 
10 Ella Brown 
10 Bob Watts 
10 Grace Leathers 
11 Peter Lonneville 
11 Joseph Gomez 
12 Esmelda Williams 
12 Art Grimes 
12 Clarice Hald 
13 James Woods 
14 Linda Force 
14 Virginia Halter 
15 Charles Shelt 
15 Olive Weaver 
17 Josephine Keating 
18 Lauren Schwartz 

19 Lorry Bertuzzi 
19 Pat McNamara 
19 Sue Harris 
21 Frances Alverson 
21 Lois Tschetter 
22 Emily Cox 
22 James Lancaster 
22 Kelly O’Friel 
23 Beth Coccaro 
24 Jack Winfield 
24 Helen Phillips 
24 Barry Anglin 
24 Allan Stocker 
25 Joan Sniecinski 
25 Karabeth Schleich 
26 Florence Bishop 
26 Evelyn Robertson 
26 Arthur Marquez 
27 Phyllis Cox 
27 Santi DePaul 
27 Megan Keating 
28 Karen Shaw 
28 Kaitlyn Fisher 
29 Edward Edwards 
29 Kay Price 
29 Alicia McNamara 
30 Esther Keirnan 
 
 

Year to Date Income 
$605,049.32 

 

Year to Date Expenses 
$608,110.59 

 

Community Outreach: 
SHARE orders donated - 13 

Gas Vouchers—32 
Rent assistance—2 
Utility assistance—2 

November Birthdays 

November Anniversaries 

International Day of Prayer for the  

Persecuted Church (IDOP))—November 14 
 

Since 1996 more than 100,000 churches around the world 
have prayed on the second Sunday in November for  
persecuted Christians. The United Methodist General  
Conference in 2000 urged our congregations and church 
agencies to participate. Port Charlotte UMC has observed 
the day annually since 2007. 
 This year’s observance comes at a grave time. We have 
observed persecution up close, not once but twice in recent 
months. 
 In September 2009, we were visited by "our man on  
the tightrope," Alex Awad and his wife, Brenda, two of the 
missionaries we support. Alex, a Palestinian Christian,  
pastors a church in East Jerusalem and teaches at the  
Bethlehem Bible College. In 1940, 1 in 10 Arabs living in 
Palestine were Christians and Arab Christians represented 
90% of the Christians living there. Forty years later there is 
only 1 Arab Christian for every 33 Arabs and Arab  
Christians now represented only 80% of the indigenous 
Christians. Why the decrease? A higher birth rate among 
Muslim Arabs accounts for part of the change and an  
explosion in the numbers of Messianic Jews also occurred, 
but persecution is also a factor. 
 In 2007. Christianity Today reported that Rami Ayyad, 
manager of the Palestinian Bible Society’s The Teacher’s 
Bookshop, the only Christian bookstore in Gaza, was  
kidnapped as he closed the shop on October 5, and was 
found murdered by stabbing and gunshot wounds three 
days later. 
 When Alex and Brenda visited, Alex wrote in my copy 
of his biography of his mother a plea to pray for Palestinian 
Christians. For many, having endured sixty-plus years of 
war, conflict, and hostile neighbors, emigration is the  
too-easy solution. It is biblical (e.g., Matthew 10:23), but it 
weakens the church’s witness locally. 
 In last August’s Meth-O-Gram, I wrote about "God’s 
Secret Agents." Though I didn’t mention his name, I had in 
mind our other Asian missionary, Daniel Terry. For thirty 
years Dan ministered undercover in Afghanistan alongside 
his wife Seija, who retired earlier this year. Afghanistan 
ranks No. 6 on Open Doors’ World Watch List of the 
world’s 50 worst persecutors of Christians. Just days after 
the article came out, Dan was murdered. The Taliban 
claimed responsibility accusing him and his companions  
of "proselytizing," a derogatory term for being a faithful 
witness. Pray for Seija and all those they ministered to. 
They, too, are part of the persecuted church. 
 
 Jonathan Carlsen, Missions Committee 

Missions 
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CHANGE  SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Port Charlotte United Methodist Church 
21075 Quesada Avenue 
Port Charlotte, FL  33952-2546 
 

Phone: 941-625-4356 
Fax:     941-625-0144 
E-mail: info@pcumc.info 
Website: www.pcumc.info 

The next UMM Pancake Breakfast  

is November 6th!  
 

ATTENTION ALL DECORATORS: 
There will be two opportunities to help 
decorate our church for Christmas. 
On Wednesday, Nov. 17th following 
WNT, we will be doing the Welcome 
Center, Fellowship Hall, the New 
Room and the Children’s wing.  On 
Sunday Nov. 21st we will be doing the 
Sanctuary, including the tree, following 
the 11 AM service. Please plan to join 
us on one of these two dates.  We’re 
going to need several men to volunteer 
to put up the tree in the Sanctuary either 
on Wed. or Sat. Please contact either 
“D” Fletcher or the church office if you 
can help put up the tree. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, “D” Fletcher 
(941) 623-0642 

The Port Charlotte United Methodist 

Church is hosting our 3rd Annual Craft 

Bazaar. We thank you for your past  

participation and hope you will consider 

joining us again in January.  

 

Applications for craft vendors are due 

by January 10, 2011. 

 

All profits from this Bazaar go to  

our Children’s Weekday Ministry. 
 

For more information contact: 

Florence Nevins (941) 625-7591 

July Western (941) 629-3534 

Friday, January 28 
Saturday, January 29 

9am - 3pm 


