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Sunday, March 24 
Palm Sunday 

 
M - W, March 25, 26, 27 
Lenten Study & Lunches 
Fellowship Hall   11:30am 
 
Thursday, March 28 
Maundy Thursday Service 
 6:30pm 
 
Friday, March 29 
Good Friday Service 
 6:30pm 
 
Saturday, March 30 
Prayer Vigil 
 10am - Noon 
 Stations of the Cross 
 (New Beginnings Park) 
 
Sunday, March 31 
Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Breakfast 
 6am, Fellowship Hall 
Sunrise Worship 
 7am, New Beginnings Park 
Worship 8am, 11am, 6pm 
 
 

     THE COMPLICATED SIMPLE TRUTH OF EASTER 
  
 Do you remember being in Algebra class in high school?  I do, both times  
I took it.  Do you remember how complicated the formulas seemed to be.   
I remember my teachers writing these statements up on the board and staring  
at it like it was another language (let's not even talk about how I did in Spanish!).  
But I remember those moments when I was able to connect one of those  
formulas with the method for manipulating the numbers within the problem.  
When that happened the answer truly was right in front of me. 
 It is much the same with Easter! 
 The event of Easter is complicated when we try to comprehend what God did 
through Jesus Christ; but it is very simple when we discover what our part is.  In 
my Wednesday evening Bible Study we are looking at the book of 1 Corinthians.  
In  Corinthians 1:18 it says, "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God." 
 Many people believe it sounds to believe that God, who is the Creator of 
heaven and earth would come down and live among his creation, by being born 
to a woman, then, take on all our sins, be put to death on a cross, and come 
alive again three days later.  Much of the world will just shake their heads at that, 
but to those who believe it... it is the very power of God. 
 That is why the things that we share as Christians have to be truth to us right 
down to the very core of our being.  If the world is not convinced we believe the 
truth of what we say, they will never believe it could be truth for them as well. 
 One of the great strengths of our church comes in the form of the ministry 
opportunities that we offer to help you share the truth with others. This newsletter 
is full of events, activities, and offerings that will help you share the truth that has 
not only changed your life, but the lives of 100's of millions of others  
throughout the ages. 
 So what is the formula?  It is this: 
 A-dmit that you are not perfect and need God's help. 
 B-elieve that God loves you enough to send Jesus Christ to take your place 
in paying for your sins. 
 C-onfess that you need and want to have Jesus take your place so that you 
can have a relationship with God forever. 
 The formula is complex but to those who don't know the method but to those 
who have been called... the answer is simply Jesus Christ.  We have to find lots 
and lots of ways to tell as many people as possible. 
 Have a meaningful Holy Week and a blessed Easter! 
 Keep going and never quit! 
 
Grace, Pastor Brian 
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Extravagant Generosity 

Letters 
Dear Evelyn, 
  I want to let you know I received your Christmas card 
yesterday with the two checks in them.  I want to 
thank your UMW and the circle for this very thoughtful 
gift.  It is very much appreciated. I am sorry to hear 
that your organized UMW is without leaders.  This is 
happening in many churches as the younger women 
are just not able to come or not interested.  It is a 
great concern for the missionary community as the 
UMW’s are such important supporters of our mission-
ary efforts.  I am glad the circles will continue to meet 
though.  I am excited as I now have 5 women in my 
congregation, not just all youth!  Three came to a 
woman’s Bible study I have started on Wednesday 
and we made no-bake cookies first.  They were so 
excited and pleased to learn something new.  Maybe 
next time we will make chocolate chip cookies!  
  Blessings, Connie DiLeo 

January 2013 
Y-T-D Income $68,420.00 

Y-T-D Expenses $64,903.00 
Utility Assistance: 5 
Other Assistance: 1 

Dear Pastor Brian and Friends, 
  Burelle and I are so fortunate to have the benefit of 
church, Sunday School and Bible study members who 
continue to pray and communicate concerns. The love 
and support serves as a strengthening power, uplifts 
our very spirit, and gives us peace and security. Our 
God is absolutely dependable, prayer is powerful, and 
we find safety and rest in the nurturing arms of His 
grace. You are a very real force in the name of love. 
 
God bless each and every one, 
Burelle and Bettie Curtis 

Dear PCUMC friends, 
  I would like to thank al who gave me compassion, 
moral support and also the Meth-o-mates Sunday 
School class for the reception following Bud’s memo-
rial service. 
 
The Lord is with us, 
Jean Williams 

Dear Partners, 
  I have sent you this letter to update you on how the 
Lord has chosen to use me in this next season.  
A few days ago I received a phone call from one of 
the leaders of the ACTS School. The purpose of this 
call was for me to prayerfully consider being a team 
leader for our next ACTS School. The next school 
starts in July. I would lead this team through the whole 
ACTS process including the 3-month track 1 phase 
here in Kansas City, the 3-month outreach, and also 
the 3-month track 2 phase, which I am currently in 
now. I am writing this to inform you that I have  
accepted the invitation and consider it an honor to  
be able to raise up and disciple this next wave of  
pioneering, gospel advancing missionaries.  
 
God Bless You, 
Daniel Sweet 
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Family Ministry  
   Allison Motherway 

Children’s Ministry  
   Barbara Hald 

Egg Stuffers Needed! 
On March 6th, 13th and 20th at 10:00 am  
in the lobby, we will be stuffing eggs  
for our Easter Fest outreach.  
We can use anyone’s help,  
so please join us. We also will be  
stuffing eggs at WNO on the 6th. 
  

Spring Break Wednesday Night 
March 13th join us for a special spring break PBnJ's   
“Minute to Win It” game! 
  

Family Dinner and a Movie 
March 15th is Dinner and a Movie at 6pm. We will 
watch "Horton Hears a Who" and enjoy an upside-
down-dinner (breakfast). 

  

Easter Fest! March 23rd, 10am-2pm 
We need everyone to be involved. There is a place for 
everyone to serve, and I promise you will have a blast! 
Please look for sign up sheets in the lobby or contact 
me to volunteer for: Egg Hunt, Food, Door Prizes,  
Ponies, Dunk Tank, Puppet & Flag show, Crafts, 
Games, Easter Bunny and preschool Book Fair. 
  

Palm Sunday 
March 24th we hope the children will join our  
procession of palms at the 11:00 service. Children  
will gather in the narthex before service. 
  
On March 28th and March 29th at 6:30pm, the children  
will experience “All Around Easter” stations and make 
“Empty Tomb Cookies” while their parents are in  
service. 
  
Wishing everyone a blessed Easter and praying this 
season brings you joy and peace, knowing God loves 
you so much He gave his only son for you. 
 
In His Love, Barbara Hald 

Welcome to another wonderful month from Family 
Ministries. Thank you to everyone that made our 
miniature golf trip a huge success!  
 

Sunshine Boxes 
We are proud to say we are in full swing with a new 
project called "Sunshine Boxes." They are shoe 
boxes that will be filled with donations, then handed 
out to seniors on special occasions. The first deliv-
ery will be at the end of Lent. After that, the goal is 
to hand them out on birthdays, sick days, and any 
"special" days that may arise. We will be looking for 
donations that can be put into the specified bin lo-
cated in the lobby of the church or contact me per-
sonally for pick up. We are looking for the following 
items: toiletries (tooth paste, toothbrushes, floss, 
brushes, combs, shampoo, conditioner, unscented 
hand/body lotion , chap stick, nail files, finger nail 
kits. crossword puzzles, pens, bibles. The Sunshine 
Boxes will bring a smile to someone's face for sure. 
Please keep a look out for an upcoming date when 
we may have a pot luck dinner together to organize 
all of the boxes.  It will be great fun!   
 

News and Information 
The middle board in the lobby belongs to Family 
Ministry. Please continue to check the board for  
upcoming information and/or handouts that may  
involve information regarding our community.  
People have been very helpful in giving me fun  
information and it is a great way to pass the news 
on to you. Feel free to take any forms from the 
board. I am making extra copies and pinning them 
to the board for you to take.  
 

Join our Ministry Team! 
If you would like to be an active member of Family 
Ministries, let me know. The more, the merrier! I am 
always looking for new and exciting ideas, so please 
never hesitate to contact me. Currently, I am  
planning an end-of-the-year beach bash. Once I 
have more details, I will let everyone know the  
specifics. I hope everyone has a blessed Easter 
holiday. See you all at Easter Fest. 
 
Blessings & Joy, 
Allie Motherway 
amotherway@aol.com  
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Youth Ministry Paul Kisner 

Children’s Weekday Ministry  
   Ericka Brown 

 
2013 Summer Camp 

Now is the time to register for  
Warren Willis United Methodist Camp 

The church will be providing transportation  
for Week 6:  July 15-20 

  
Please take a registration packet located on the 

Know, Grow, & Go wall in the lobby for more  
information including registration deadline,  

required deposit, cost and scholarship policy. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Paul Kisner (625-4356) with any  
questions regarding camp 

  

 
Spring Break Youth Week 2013 
Space is limited-please RSVP by March 8 

  
March 9:  3D Movie Night 

“Oz the Great and Powerful” 
Time : TBD 

 Cost: $10 per person 
  

March 12:  Community Service Day 
10 am – 2 pm @ the church 

  
March 13:  Youth Bowling Night 

6:00 - 9:15 pm (meet in the youth room) 
Cost: $10 per person  

  
Sign up for both the movie night and bowling night 
by March 6 and receive a $5 discount for a total 

cost of just $15. 
  

 …………………………………………………. 
 

March Wednesday Night Series 
“The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus” 

March 6:  Calming the Storm 
March 13:  Youth Bowling Night 

March 20:  Sinners, Outcasts, and the Poor 
March 27:  The Final Week 

This month is busy for us because 
we have to squeeze a lot of learning 
in a few short weeks. We start off  
the month celebrating Dr. Seuss’ 
Birthday. We will be making green 
eggs and ham for the kids and  
having all sorts of fun games and 
crafts related to the many wonderful 
Seuss books. Would you like to come 
read one to the kids?  We would love 
for you to...so, call me to arrange a 
day that’s good for you. Then we 
have a whole week off for spring 
break and, when we come back, we will have our an-
nual book fair. We have been able to purchase some 
great things for our school with the proceeds from the 
book fair. We hope you will come visit during the week 
of March 18th. We will even be open during the Easter 
Fest. So come help us out by buying a book for your 
children or grandchildren.  
 

Praising God, 
Ericka 
Love ♥ Play ♥ Learn 

Special Dates:   
March 8:  VPK Dr. Seuss Rotation 

March 10:  Move Clocks AHEAD 1 hour  
March 11 - 15:  Spring Break 

March 18 - 23:  Book Fair 
March 23:  Easter Fest ~ Come, have fun and 

check out the last day of the book fair 
March 29:  NO SCHOOL ... Good Friday 

March 31:  Happy Easter  
 

March Bible Verse:   
Let everything that breathes  

praise the Lord. 
Psalm 150:6   

 

March Prayer:   
God, we thank you for our food 

For rest and home and all things good 
For wind and rain and sun above 
But most of all for those we love 
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[  MISSIONARY UPDATE: CONNIE DI LEO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC ] 
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Frequently Heard Questions  Jonathan Carlsen     

Question: Our offering envelope has a category, “General Expenses.” What things are paid for with 
this? 

Answer: In four words: the entire church budget: pay and benefits for the pastor and other staff 
members, building and grounds expenses, utilities, paper and other supplies, Sunday School 
material, missionary support, and apportionments. Apportionments are amounts that the annual 
conference bills to each church to pay the bishops, district superintendents, and conference staff, 
to maintain conference properties, to support conference-wide ministries, and to support general 
church agencies and missionaries. The other envelope line, “Special Offering,” lets you to desig-
nate amounts to help support Vacation Bible School, the Florida UM Children’s Home, help for 
the poor, etc.  

 

Question: In Acts 28:13 (KJV) we read that Paul and his companions, sailing to Rome “fetched a com-
pass.” But The World Book Encyclopedia (1983 ed., 4:734-735) indicates that compasses weren’t used 
till centuries later. How can this be? 

Answer: This verse illustrates how words and phrases sometimes change in meaning over the 
years. Jack P. Lewis, in his The English Bible from KJV to NIV: A History and Evaluation (2d. ed., 
Baker Book House, 1991) talks about “the problem created by those [KJV] words that are still in 
use but which now have a different meaning from what they had in 1611” (p. 55). He writes, 
“‘Fetching a compass’ means ‘making a circuit’ (Num. 34:5, Josh. 15:3, II Sam. 5:23, II Kings 3:9, 
Acts 28:130 . The compass was brought from China about A.D. 1260 and was not available in 
Bible times at all” (p. 57). A 1976 KJV Bible, distributed by Jerry Falwell’s Old Time Gospel Hour, 
lists “made a circuit” as an alternative translation at Acts 28:13. 

 

Question: Someone said we can know the exact date of the first Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and 
Easter. How is that possible? 

Answer: Bible and Near Eastern historians have converted the dates of some events recorded in 
the Bible and other ancient records to our calendar: e.g., the 1996 New Living Translation, says 
Jerusalem fell on “January 15,” 588 B.C. ― 2 Kings 25:1. A footnote says: “A number of events 
in 2 Kings can be cross-checked with dates in surviving Babylonian records and related accu-
rately to our modern calendar.” Dallas Theological Seminary professor Harold W. Hoehner, in his 
Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ (Zondervan, 1977), points to Daniel’s prophecy of the 
62 “weeks” of years (434 years) “from the time the command is given to rebuild Jerusalem until 
the Anointed One comes [i.e., Palm Sunday]” (Dan. 9:25 NLT). He uses the command as an 
“anchor date,” converts the 434 360-day Jewish years to 365¼-day years, and adds in data from 
astronomy to calculate that Palm Sunday fell on March 30, 33 A.D. That gives us April 4 for Good 
Friday and April 6 for Easter. Is this the old Julian (Roman) calendar or our Gregorian calendar? 
I’m not sure, but John Wesley also relates Holy Week to Daniel’s prophecy of “weeks” in his Ex-
planatory Notes Upon the New Testament, note on John 11:49. 

 

 

 

Do you have a question about the Bible or United Methodist belief, organization, or practice?  
E-mail them to me at theexhorter_fla@yahoo.com or leave them with Katherine Warden at the church office and I’ll try to 

answer as many as I can. ― JAC 
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March Birthdays 
01  Elbert Chinn 

02  Mary Louise Young 

02  Gerald Shaw  

03  Marian Mays 

03  Lynne Miller 

04  Gaye Shields 

04  Barbara Wilder 

05  Judy Laws 

05  Tom Brown 

06  Donald Steiff 

06  Kayela Royer  

07  Emily Love 

07  Sarah Bailey 

08  Nancy Kaufman 

09  Gail Swanson 

10  Rachel Weishuhn 

10  Gerald Brown 

11  Mildred Rochester 

11  Betty Hansen 

11  Pam Shaner 

13  Floyd Gantzer 

14  Dorothy Calhoun-Dadoly 

14  Joan Couch  

15  Clay Conway 

16  Fred Hall 

18  Larry Littlefield 

18  Lisa Ayers 

19  Joan Nash  

19  Albert Hassell 

19  Joanne Salk 

 

March Anniversaries 
02  Sylvia and Jack Mallay 

03  Dee and Bill Bishop 

03  Barbara and David Pennington 

04  Rita and Barry Anglin 

04  Nancy and Robert Kaufman 

09  Mary Etta and James Stedge 

16  Carol and Pierre Fisher 

16   Laura and J. Patrick Slike 

18   Dorothy and Martin Bayuk 

20   Barbara and Russell McManamy 

21  Corry and David Cox Jr.  

22   Jan and Hugh Brotherton 

26   Marjorie and Paul Ward 

31  Suzanne and Matthew Dowling 

20  Donna Lageveen 

21  Sue Statton 

21  Eleanor Gibbens 

21  Pat Simpson 

21  Miklos Vincze 

22  Trudy Jeffers 

22  Flora Bunger 

22  Dorrette Cowan  

22  Jacob Griner  

23  Jordan Bowers 

24  Mabel Bole 

24  Sylvia Mallay 

24  Doris Hixson 

25  Ruth Beecher 

25  Jonathan Carlsen 

26  Don Bunger 

26  Durvent Lyons 

27  Ann Marshall 

28  Naomi Gantner 

28  Barry Diefenbach 

28  Nancy McCormick 

28  Dorothy Golding 

28  Glen Tschetter 

28  Juliet Cox 

29  Hannah James  

30  Terri Parson 

31  Henry Rankin  

31  Rita Anglin  

31  Joe Ryan 

31  Charlene Starzonek  

Have you been joining us on Wednesday nights?  
It is a great time to come enjoy dinner, fellowship and 

stay for one of our Bible studies or activities.  
There is something for everyone! 

Dinner begins at 5, with a program from 6-6:30. 
Small groups and activities follow dinner.  

Come join us! 
 
MARCH WNO MENU: 
  
 March 6:  Lasagna, Corn, Garlic Bread 
 March 13:  Corned Beef & Cabbage,  
  Potatoes & Carrots 
 March 20:  Roast Chicken, Homemade Macaroni & 
  Cheese, Steamed Broccoli 
 March 27:  Slow-roasted Pork, Mashed Potatoes & 
  Gravy, Asparagus, Baked Apples  
  
…………………………………………………………… 
 

CHILDREN Kindergarten – 5th Grade 
PBnJ’s (Port Believers in Jesus) 

6-7:30pm at the Port 
PB& J’s includes a scripture lesson, small groups, 

crafts and games 
 

YOUTH 6th – 12th Graders 
6-8:15pm in the Youth Room 

 
CHOIR 

Choir Rehearsal 6:30pm in the Choir Room 
 

ADULT STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
Pastor’s Study 

6:30pm, New Room 
 

Parents’ Study Group 
6:30pm, Conference Room 

 
“Direction and Hope” Bible Study 

7:15, Education Office 
 

Nursery care is available during all small groups.  
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CHANGE  SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Port Charlotte United Methodist Church 
21075 Quesada Avenue 
Port Charlotte, FL  33952-2546 
 
Phone: 941-625-4356 
Fax:     941-625-0144 
E-mail: info@pcumc.info 
Website: www.pcumc.info 

MARCH EVENTS 
 
Saturday, March 2 
Pancake Breakfast  
Fellowship Hall   7-11am 
 
Friday, March 15 
Family Dinner & a Movie  
“Horton Hears a Who” 
Featuring an Upside-Down 
Dinner (breakfast) 
6-8pm Fellowship Hall  
 
Wednesday, March 20 
Blood Drive 
4:30-6:30pm 
(During WNO) 
 

Saturday,  March 23 
Easter Fest  
10am—2pm  
 
 

Family Ministry Sunday Morning Study Group 
Lenten Series 
“The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus” 
  
       Travel with Adam Hamilton as he retraces the 
life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  Using historical 
information, archaeological data, and stories of the 
faith, Hamilton follows in the footsteps of Jesus 
from his baptism to the temptations to the heart of 
his ministry, including the people he loved, the  
parables he taught, the enemies he made, and the 
healing he brought. 
  
7-week DVD study February 17 – March 31  
at 9:30am. Join us in the conference room for  
discussion and reflection. 

Saturday, April 13 
Tickets available for $25 
PCUMC will be taking a bus to 
Wauchula to see “The Story of  
Jesus” passion play. Limited  
tickets are available—contact 
Nancy in the office for more  
information 625-4356. www.storyofjesus.com www.storyofjesus.com 


