
Change Isn’t Easy 
 

“But when they cried out to the Lord, he raised up for them a deliverer…”  
(Judges 3:8-9) 
 
If you invest time into someone who has not yet come to the place of  
wanting a spiritual solution to their problem, you will become emotionally 
exhausted. The apostle Paul understood this principle when he actually 
turned such people over to Satan for the destruction of their flesh  
(I Cor. 5:5). 
 
The people of Israel were finally in enough pain to cry out to God for relief 
from their oppression. Like so many times throughout the scripture, God 
answered by raising up a deliverer. “But when they cried out to the Lord, he 
raised up for them a deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 
brother, who saved them. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, so that he 
became Israel’s judge and went to war. The Lord gave Cushan-Rishathaim 
king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. So the land 
had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died.” (Judges 3:8-11) 
 
Are you in a difficult place in your life? Are you only talking about changing 
or are you really ready to cry out to the Lord for a solution? Start now the process of changing your situation for 
the better and asking for help. 
 
Change is never easy. We always hold out hope that things will pick back up and return to “normal”, especially if 
you have been let go from your job. Speaking with a church leader, husband and father, some months ago, who 
after a lengthy career in one industry with excellent pay was laid off, he shared, “It is very humbling to have to 
take a job at a much lower pay than what you were making or what you think you need in order to survive. 
Change is always difficult and too often, painful.” 
 
Reinventing oneself is never easy, but in the process it is possible to discover new things about ourselves, face 
new challenges and, in many situations, actually end up in a better place than if we had stayed where we were. 
As the old saying goes, “God never closes a door without opening a window … but why do some of the windows 
have screens?” 
 
Welcome to the world of change … and new discovery. It comes to all of us at one point or another … and if we 
are patient enough, praying ourselves through the process, we will be stronger as we grow into the new person 
God’s wants us to become. 
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Join us on Sundays 
Traditional Worship 8 & 11am 
Contemporary 9:30am 

Wednesday Nights 
“Wonderful Wednesdays” 
 Dinner 5-6:00pm  
 Bible Study 5:45-6:15pm 
 Children 6-7:30pm 
 Youth  6-8:00pm 
 Choir 6:25pm  

Saturday, January 7 
Pancake Breakfast, 7-10:30am 

Saturday, January 14 
Lifetouch Photos, 11am-5pm 

Thursday, January 19 
Lunch & Learn, 11:30am - 1pm 

January 2017 
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Extravagant Generosity 
As of 11/30/16 

Income $744772.99    Expenses $744359.86 
Assistance: Utilities: 6 

LIFETOUCH 
PHOTO DIRECTORY UPDATE 

Saturday, January 14th 
11:00am - 5:30pm 

 
If you did not participate in our last directory,  
or would like a new photo to be taken for the 

directory update, you may sign up through our 
website. (www.pcumc.info)  

Under our “UPCOMING EVENTS” tab,  
select “LIFETOUCH PHOTOS”  

which will take you to their scheduling site.  
 

If you have any questions,  
or need assistance scheduling,  
call the church office 625-4356. 

Today is in God’s hands and so are you. 
His hands are strong and will uphold you; 
His hands are great and will enfold you; 
His hands are gentle and will embrace you; 
His hands are protective and will cover you; 
His hands are reassuring and will quiet you; 
His hands are powerful and will defend you; 
His hands are parental and will train you; 
His hands are masterful and will comfort you; 
His hands are compassionate and will care for you; 
His hands are healing and will renew you; 
His hands are claming and will comfort you; 
His hands are giving and will bless you.  
 
 Faithfully, 

 Pastor Craig Moore  

Armand Festa 
Violet Ward 

Mary Franklin 
Diana Bybel 

Laura Donham 
What is a Stephen Minister, and what can they do for 
you? Stephen Ministers are well trained lay persons 
who meet, confidentially, with those facing a life crisis 
for about an hour a week. They are known as the 
“After” people, and are ready to come along side you, 
to provide comfort and support for as long “after” as 
they are needed. If you or someone you know, would 
like to have a Stephen Minister assigned to you, or 
become a Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor 
Craig at the church number or Dean Winston at 941-
661-8825. 
Stephen Ministers are there; 
… after you’ve washed and returned the last  
 casserole dish. 
… after the divorce papers have been served and the 
 bottom falls out of your life. 
… after the last child honks, waves, drives away, the 
 house suddenly seems incredibly empty. 
… after you arrive home following the funeral service 
 and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing 
 in on you. 
… after the relationship has ended, the wounds are 
 still bleeding and painful. 
… after the doctors have said, “There is nothing more 
 we can do.” 
… after the phone call you’d always hoped you’d 
 never get. 
… after you realize the hands on the gold watch you 
 received at your retirement party move more slowly 
 than you’d ever imagined. 
… after the nursing home director shakes your hand 
 and says “Welcome to your new home.” 
… after the baby has arrived, putting more demands 
 on you than ever dreamed possible. 
… after you find the pink slip inserted with what is now 
 your final paycheck. 
… after your family and friends, have heard the story 
 one too many times but you still need to talk it out. 

…after... 
The Christmas season is one of joy and sorrow.  
Joy for the celebration of our Savior’s birth and the 
time we get to spend with those we love. Sorrow for 
the absence of those loved ones we once had joy with 
who have gone home to be with the Lord. If you could 
use a Stephen Minister to help with whatever crisis 
you may be experiencing, just call. If you want to be a 
member of this important ministry, just call. If you are 
a trained Stephen Minister and you want to become 
active, just call. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

More About  
Stephen Ministry Dean Winston 
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Please welcome these new members to  

our church family! If you are interested in  

church membership, please call the church office 

625-4356. 
Mark & Jean Wyckoff 

Vicki Stricklin Suzy & Ross Scheidecker Gerry Berta Dennis Poulakis 

United Methodist Men - VALENTINE DINNER 
Friday, February 10th at 5:30pm 
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Port Charlotte United Methodist Women 
NEW TIME - NEW DAY 

Saturday, January 14th, 2017 
11am in the New Room 

 
New Beginnings: 

A Community of Women Empowered  
for Economic Justice 

 
All women over the age of 18 are invited - come  

and join us - bring a friend! 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Saturday, January 7th  7am-10:30am 

All the pancakes you can eat,  
as well as scrambled eggs, sausage links,  

orange juice, coffee & tea… only $5. 
Kids under 6 and adults over 90 eat free! 

Come and let the men serve you! 

Director: Paula Mann 

A Ministry of Port Charlotte United Methodist Church 

Dec 3rd:  Christmas parade 
Dec 7th:  VPK Donuts w/ Dad 

Dec 21st:  10 am VPK Christmas Program  
followed by Happy Birthday, Jesus party 

Dec 22 - Jan 3 Christmas Break 
January 4:  Back to school 

 
December Prayer 

Lord we thank you for this day 
Bless all we do and all we say 

May we each enjoy Thy blessings great 
As Jesus' birth we celebrate 

And may the love that we share here 
Remain throughout the coming year.  Amen 

 
December Bible Verse 

Luke 1:31 
You will name him Jesus. 

Yippee!!! We won second 
place best float from the 

Christmas Parade.  
We are very thankful! 

Thank you, Meghan, for 
representing us at the 

awards ceremony!  
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Frequently Heard Questions Jonathan Carlsen     

Question: From time to time, you’ve mentioned a group called “Good News.” I’ve seen a magazine with that 
name in the lobby. Who are these people, and why should we listen to them? 

Answer: Good News (also known as the Forum for Scriptural Christianity, Inc.) is an unofficial UM evan-
gelical voluntary group who believe with John Wesley and our other founders that the Bible is error-free. 
Its magazine, Good News, has given a voice and encouragement to evangelical UMs. 

Founding editor Charles W. Keysor (1925-1985) grew up as a Methodist near Chicago, and then became 
an atheistic journalist. But while covering a Billy Graham crusade, he was soundly converted and returned 
to his Elgin, Illinois, church. He worked briefly for the Methodist magazine, Together, and then heard 
God’s call to the ministry, enrolling at the nearby Garrett Theological Seminary. While there, he became 
the student pastor of his home church when his pastor died. He stayed there several years after gradua-
tion. In 1966, he wrote an article about Methodist evangelicals for the New Christian Advocate, the Meth-
odist ministers’ magazine. That article, “Methodism’s Silent Minority,” got more mail than any other article 
that year. Many letter-writers wanted a magazine reflecting their views. So in 1967, after much prayer, 
Keysor started one, naming it Good News. The magazine turns 50 this spring. 

Question: Was John the Baptist the reincarnation of Elijah or not? In John 1:21, John the Baptist says no, but 
Jesus said he was (Matthew 17:11-13). 

Answer: First, the Bible flatly rejects the idea of reincarnation, that the soul of a dead person will take the 
body of another at birth (Heb. 9:27). Of the two Scriptures you cited, John W. Haley explains: 

“In a figurative, but not in a literal sense, John was Elias [the Greek spelling of Elijah, used in the KJV]. He 
came in the spirit and the power of the Tishbite prophet, and was the Elias of his day. Our Saviour’s 
words, ‘If ye will receive it’ (if ye can comprehend the meaning of the prophecy), ‘this is Elias which was to 
come,’ [Mt. 11:14] show that a literal fulfillment was not intended.” ― John W. Haley, Alleged Discrepan-
cies of the Bible (Baker, 1977; reprinted from  the 1874 ed.), pp. 347-348. 

Question: Why does the Lord’s Prayer have the phrase, “Lead us not into temptation” (Matthew 6:13, Luke 11:4), 
when the Bible says that God “does not tempt anyone” (James 1:13)? 

Answer: John W. Haley suggests that the phrase, “Lead us not into temptation,” might be better under-
stood to mean “either ‘Do not suffer us to be tempted to sin’; or, if ‘temptation’ here means trial, affliction, 
‘Do not afflict or try us.’” Both the New English Bible and the New Revised Standard Version translate the 
phrase in both places as, “And do not bring us to the test.” Other versions have used similar phrases. Ha-
ley continues, “God ‘tempts,’ tests, or tries men, but always for wise reasons, and with a good motive; he 
never places inducements before men merely in order to lead them into sin. His ultimate object is always 
good.” ― Haley, Alleged Discrepancies of the Bible (Baker …), p. 81. 

Do you have a question about the Bible or United Methodist belief, organization, or practice? E-mail them to me at theex-
horter_fla@yahoo.com or leave them with Katherine Warden at the church office and I’ll try to answer as many as I can. ― JAC 

BETH MOORE STUDY 

BEGINS JANUARY 10 
 

“To Live Is Christ” 

 
9:30am, 1:30pm and 6:30pm  

with childcare provided at the 9:30am  
session if needed. The cost will be $15.  

Please register by by contacting: “D” Fletcher: 
djfnrs@centurylink.net / 623-0642.   
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Health Ministry  Jane Flanders 

Our next Lunch and Learn is Thursday, January 19 at 11:30AM. Dr's Corey Girdwood and Matthew DeFillipis of 
Coastal Chiropractic will offer another wonderful and informative presentation. Be sure to sign up at the Welcome 
Center if you plan on attending and enjoying a complimentary lunch prepared by Shirley and Jim.  

Update on CVS' Minute Clinics. The closest clinic to Port Charlotte is located in Fort Myers on the corner of  
Ben Hill Griffin and Corkscrew Roads, Exit 123. Unfortunately no further information was available but be sure we 
will keep you updated. Minute Clinics provide treatment for the common cold and minor illnesses and most  
insurances are accepted.  

Names are being collected if you would like to attend the FREE leader training program for a Caregiver's Support 
Group. The program will begin soon and such a program is so needed in our area. For further information please 
contact Sherry Young at 239-652-6900 Ext. 58240.  

Do you have the Red Dot Program? Well, if not, you should! It is a FREE Medical Information Program offered by 
Charlotte County Fire and EMS for your protection and assistance. If you are home and a medical emergency 
occurs you Dial 911. Normally when the EMS arrive they ask you or your family members many, many questions. 
Yes, this information is important but this program was created to make it easier on everyone - YOU in particular. 
A form is filled out by you and mailed to 911 in the self-addressed envelope. The 911 staff will enter your informa-
tion into their 911 computers and while emergency responders are enroute to your home information about your 
medical history is given to them. A two inch Red Dot is placed on the exterior door of your home making it easier 
for the 911 team to find your home. Everything you need is waiting for you in the Fish Bowl at the church. Please 
see one of the nurses for the form.  

There is a wonderful program for persons age 60 in Port Charlotte. It is called "Senior Food Box Program."  
On the third Wednesday of the month you will receive two boxes of canned goods, fruits, vegetables, cereal,  
dry milk, cheese, etc. if you meet requirements. Food is distributed at Edgewater United Methodist Church on 
Cochran Blvd. in Port Charlotte. If you are unable to get to the church you may designate a friend or relative to 
pick up the boxes for you. Please see Jane Flanders for the forms and assistance filling out the forms.  

Blood pressures are taken by the nurses every Sunday from 9:00AM-9:30AM., Wonderful Wednesdays from 
4:00PM-6:00PM and during the Men's Breakfast the first Sat. of the month from 7AM-11:00AM. See you in the 
Fish Bowl! 

Remember Grandma's Bread Pudding? Well, here's a wonderful recipe from the Florida Conference submitted by  
Shirley Hively. It is titled: Mrs. Dye's Bread Pudding.  

 
 

Ingredients: 
4 cups of milk (scalded)                                                         
1 cup raisins 
1 tbsp butter  
Salt to taste 
5 cups of breadcubes                                                            
1 tsp. nutmeg 
1 cup of sugar                                                                           
1 tsp. cinnamon 
4 eggs, beaten 

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  
 
Stir all ingredients together until well 
mixed. Pour into a greased 9x13 
baking dish placed in a pan of water. 
Bake 45-50 minutes. 

Mrs. Dye's Bread Pudding 
 
Lemon Sauce 
1 tbsp. cornstarch                                                                   
 1 tsp. grated lemon peel 
1/2 cup sugar                                                                            
3 tbsp. lemon juice 
1 cup hot water                                                                         
2 tbsp melted butter or margarine 
dash salt 
 
Mix ingredients all together.  
Spread evenly over warm  
pudding. Serve warm.  
 
Enjoy and wait until next  
month to diet! 
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Did You Know? Fred Wagner, Evangelism  

Did you know that the Methodist Church was the first denomination known to be great evangelists?   
Did you know that the Methodist Church was founded in the 18th century by two brothers who were ordained 
ministers in the Church of England? Did you know that the term “Methodists” was originally a derogatory name 
given to our founders and their closest group of friends by fellow students at Oxford University? 
 
John Wesley and his brother Charles were both ordained ministers of The Church of England.  While students  
at Oxford preparing to be ministers in the Church of England, the brothers formed a small society wherein each 
member agreed to be meticulous in their study and worship routines with certain actions to be performed at  
specific times of the day.  Hence, they became known by their fellow students who, making fun of their practices, 
labeled them “Methodists”. 
 
On the evening of May 24, 1738, John Wesley, who is recognized as the founder of the Methodist Church,  
attended a meeting on Aldersgate Street in London where, as he recorded in his journal: “In the evening I went 
very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where… I felt my heart strangely warmed.  
 
John, the brother generally regarded as the primary founder of the Methodist church, did not start out to start  
a new denomination, but merely sought reform within the Church of England.  After his transformation at the  
Aldersgate meeting John reacted against the prevailing attitude of the church which seemed to be that if people 
wanted to know God they could come to the church.  John began reaching out and preaching in the open air and 
establishing societies or meetings where individuals were encouraged to confess their sins to one another and to 
build each other up.  His brother Charles, who aided in John’s work, wrote many hymns, a large number of which 
that are still in use in our Methodist Hymnal today.  
 
We as members and friends of Port Charlotte United Methodist Church  
need to remember those roots and to reach out to each other and our 
friends and neighbors, getting to know each other and telling of our own  
wonderful experiences with Christ in our lives. 
 
In January a questionnaire will be distributed to all members and regular 
attendees of PCUMC so we can update our data base of each individual’s 
church activities and personal interests.  The objective of this is to  
ultimately get to know one another better and assure everyone can  
participate in one or more of the wonderful ministries of this congregation 
that goes on each week.  So...PLEASE, when you get your questionnaire, 
fill it out and return it quickly.  Beyond that, the Evangelism Committee will 
be working diligently to reach out to the community in other ways, BUT, we 
need each member to also reach out to all their friends and acquaintances, 
just as John and Charles Wesley did, inviting others to join our joy in  
serving the Lord.  
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CHANGE  SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Port Charlotte United Methodist Church 
21075 Quesada Avenue 
Port Charlotte, FL  33952-2546 
 
Phone:  (941) 625-4356 
E-mail: info@pcumc.info 
Website: www.pcumc.info 
facebook.com/portcharlotteumc 

January Birthdays 

January Anniversaries 

02 Arthur Davis 

02 Leone Bihl  

02 Franklin DePaul  

03 Jacqueline Wint  

04 Ken Jacobson  

04 Thomas Parkinson, Jr.  

06 Jan Schinkel  

07 Marion Corcoran 

07 Jane Trammell  

07 Delphena Lyons  

08 David Jones  

09 David Yanni 

09 Jeffrey Yanni  

11 Janice Willmeth  

11 Esther Gandt  

11 Dean Winston  

12 Kathleen Mulinix  

13 Yvonne Carter  

14 Ann Surrette 

14 Stephen Pearl  

14 Lori Brown  

16 Paul Coker  

16 Al Pachasa  

18 Delbert Walton  

18 Kimberly Marshall  

19 Jimmie Hetrick  

20 Grayson Cole-Johnston  

21 Glenn Edmiston  

21 Don Nevins  

24 Darlene Brown  

24 Alexander deSilva  

25 Shirley Seyfried  

25 Cassita Campbell  

26 Paige Polk  

27 Arthur Lageveen 

27 Eileen Bailey  

28 Ruth Hall  

28 Jim Hepler  

29 Jean Ringham  

29 Avis Hastings  

31 G.Walford Young  

31 Sandi Hurl  

31 Edward Robedee  

31 Teaken Robedee 

02 Thomas and Joanna Beynon 

10 Bill and Shirley Bishop 

17 Bill and Nancy Wyld 

18 Delbert and Mary Louise Young 

19 Thomas and Karen Wenck 

28 Maxine and Al Tillman 

30 Rodney and Yvonne Carter 

31 Jim and Barbara Hepler 

 


