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Join us on Sundays 
Traditional Worship at 8 & 11 
Contemporary 9:30am 

Wednesday Nights 
Dinner: 5-6:30pm  
Children’s Ministry: 6-7:30pm  
Youth: 6-8:15pm 
Adult Studies: 6:30 - 7:30pm 
Choir: 6:30pm 

Saturday, February 1 
Pancake Breakfast 7-11am 

Tuesday, February 4 
Tax Preparation Help 
11am- 4pm, Parking Lot 

Tuesday, February 11 
Lunch & Learn 
“Alzheimer’s” 
11:30am - 1pm 

Friday, February 14 
Valentine Dinner 5:30 - 9pm 

Thursday, February 20 
Health Fair 10am - Noon 

Friday, February 21 
Family Dinner & a Movie  
6-8pm “Turbo” PLUS Clothes SWAP! 

Saturday, March 1 
Pancake Breakfast 7-11am 

Friday, March 21 
Family Dinner & a Movie  
6-8pm  “Monsters University” 

Thursday, March 27 
Lunch & Learn 
“End of Life Plans” 
11:30am - 1pm 

 

 

“What Are We Good For?” 
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 

how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for  
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.”   

(Matthew 5:13) 

  
 I heard a story of a little boy who one day asked his mother, "Mother, 
would you give me a dollar if I'll be a good boy?" She replied, "Son, why don't 
you be good for nothing like your father!” As God’s people, we would never 
want anyone to look at us and be able to say, “They are good for nothing.” 

 Why did Jesus use this metaphor describing the people as salt? Salt 
does important things in our day, but in Jesus’ day it was vital to everyday 
life. In Jesus’ day, pure salt was often more valuable than gold. Pure salt was 
a rare delicacy and was often used as currency. We get our word salary, 
from that word. It literally means "salt-money;" that’s why we say, "He or she 
is worth their salt." 

 The mission ministry of our church goes by the name “Salty Service”  
because of our desire for the things we do to give flavor to the world. 

Salt Seasons 
 Salt was valuable because of what it did. One of salt’s qualities is its  
ability to bring other flavors to life. In the book of Job, we read this question: 
"Can that which is unsavory be eaten without salt? Or is there any taste in 
the white of an egg?" (Job 6:6) As Christians, we are called to bring flavor 
and zest to daily living. 

 Too many of us are living flavorless lives. That’s why we want our church 
and the people who help to build it to be seen as a place and a people who 
are alive, growing, active, and moving forward into the future. 

Salt Saves 
 Salt is also a preservative. Jesus was standing by the Sea of Galilee 
teaching what we know as the Sermon on the Mount. When Jesus talked 
about being the salt of the earth, he was addressing fishermen. And Jesus  
is telling those fishermen they are the salt of the earth. Salt in that day  
prevented decay and kept things from becoming spoiled. It was necessary  
to salt the fish down to keep them edible. 

 If ever there was a day that needs the preserving power of the  
gospel’s salt, it is in this day, when things seem to be so quickly spoiled! 
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Extravagant Generosity 

Letters 

(as of 11/30/13) 
YTD Income: $733841.85  YTD Expenses: $829947.85 

Utility Help: 3 

continued from front... 

George Swaby 
Henry Rankin 

Salt Salves 
 Not only does salt season and save, but salt is a 
salve for healing. In 2 Kings 2:20-22, we read of Elisha 
adding salt to polluted waters. Those waters were 
healed, and what were once barren and bitter, became 
blessing. Salt has healing properties. As a  
matter of fact, in Bible times, when little babies were 
born, they would give that baby a saline bath to  
diminish infection. 
 This world needs the healing and soothing touch 
that only Jesus can bring. Aren’t we, as the people of 
God, to be reaching out beyond this place to offer that 
salve which heals? 

Salt Stirs Up 
 If you’ve ever gotten a cut and somehow gotten salt 
into the wound, you definitely know that salt burns and 
irritates. 
 In Mark 9:49, it states, "For everyone shall be salted 
with fire." Jesus is saying fire and salt have something 
in common. Salt and fire both have the ability to burn. 
The truth of God's word, when it inserts itself into this 
world, will sting and things will get stirred up. There are 
many people who want a non-irritating brand of the  
gospel. But church, no offense means no effect. 
 Our deepest fear at PCUMC should never be that 
our church is stirred up, but that our church is unable to 
be stirred up. 

Salt Seeps In 
 Salt has such powerful properties that just a pinch 
can make a change. Just a pinch of salt can affect a 
gallon of water. In fact, salt is one of the few major  
compounds that will dissolve equally well in hot or cold 
water. 
 The church of Jesus Christ needs to be delivering 
salt, so that it can penetrate, permeate, and activate a 
flavorless world. 
 PCUMC is not called to be a warehouse for storing 
salt, but a salt shaker from which salt is poured out and 
insinuates itself throughout the world. We cannot do 
that if we are good for nothing. 

 God has not lost His power! One salty saint and the 
power of God can make the difference! 

 Keep going and never quit! 

 Grace, Pastor Brian 

We appreciate all the things the church has done 
in an effort to help our grandchildren to become 
good Christians. 
 Jim and Tammy Eugenius 
 
This is a thank-you to Pastor James, church staff 
and all my brothers and sisters in this church for 
their help and comfort during the death of my 52 - 
year marriage to Dee Bishop. 
 Bill Bishop. 
 
Thank you for your generous donation to the  
Charlotte County Homeless Coalition on December 
19, 2013 of chicken, potatoes and a pan of green 
beans. Thanks to donors like you, the Charlotte 
County Homeless Coalition has provided meals for 
over 62,000 people in the last year and more than 
2,700 households have received food from our  
pantry. 
 Tina Figliuolo,  
 Director, Community Relations & Development 
 Charlotte County Homeless Coalition 
 
As your District Superintendent, I want to express 
my personal gratitude and appreciation for the 
leadership and dedication your church has shown 
in giving 100% to the Conference, District and  
Mission apportionments. I know this is not always 
easy, and I want to commend you for your  
faithfulness in fulfilling this responsibility. I am 
grateful to serve alongside you and deeply appreci-
ate all you do to honor Christ and His Church. 
 
A pastor cannot achieve this kind of record without 
great laity. Your lay leadership and church  
members are to be highly commended for your 
commitment to apportionment giving. People’s 
lives are being changed by your faithfulness. 
 
 In His Service, 
 Rinaldo D. Hernandez 
 South West District Superintendent 
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Children’s Ministry Barbara Hald 

Youth Ministry Events 
   Paul Kisner, Youth Director 

2014 Summer Camp 
Now is the time to register for  
Warren Willis United Methodist  
Camp. The church will be  
providing transportation for  
Week 6: July 14-19. 

Please take a registration packet located on the  
KNOW, GROW, & GO wall in the lobby for more  
information including registration deadline, required  
deposit and scholarship policy. 

Spring Break Youth Week 2014 

March 7-9:   District Youth Retreat 
 Riverside Camp in LaBelle, FL 
 Registration Deadline is February 5 
 See Paul for Registration Info 

March 11:   Community Service Day 
 10 am – 2 pm @ the church 

March 12:   Putt – Putt @ Fishcove 
 6:00 - 9:15 pm (meet in the youth room)
 Cost: $10 per person  

  

PUPPETS AND FLAGS 
“Acts of Faith” will start on February 9th, and will  
continue to meet  every other Sunday from 12:30 to 
1:30pm in the Port. We will start practicing for our 
Easter outreach on April 12. You must be in 3rd grade 
and up to try out for Puppets and Flags. 
 
FAMILY DINNER & A MOVIE 
6 to 8pm in Fellowship Hall, every 3rd Friday 
All are welcome to Family Dinner & a Movie. This a free 
community outreach. Please invite your neighbor or 
bring a friend for a time of fellowship and fun. 
If you interested in helping, please contact Barbara 
Hald at the church 625-4356. 
Upcoming Movies: 
 February 21: “Turbo” 
 PLUS Clothes/Toy SWAP!  
 
 March 21: “Monsters University” 
 
EASTER OUTREACH 
We will soon be getting ready for our Easter Outreach,  
“The Un-Egg Hunt” Saturday April, 12th from 10:00AM - 
1:00 PM. We will need lots of help with this event! 
Please join us in stuffing eggs on Tuesday, March 11th 
and 18th in the lobby from 10:00 - 11:00 AM. 
 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR SIGNS TO SERVE AT 
“THE UN-EGG HUNT” 

A Ministry of Port Charlotte United Methodist Church 
 

Our VPK and  
3-year-old 

classes enjoyed 
a visit with the 

Charlotte County 
fire department. 
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Health Fair presented by the Health Ministry 

• Hanson Services 

• Tupperware 

• Coastal Chiropractic 

• Senior Friendship Centers 

• Medsol Clinical Research 

• Kays-Ponger 

• A Better Solution 

• Friendships Unlimited 

• Life Care Center 

• Hearing Centers of SW Florida 

• All Pro Home Health 

• Pink Zebra 

Come meet representatives from your community  
such as: 

ALSO receive FREE eye and hearing exams,  
blood pressure checks, Diabetes sugar testing, 
chiropractic and podiatry screenings. 
 
Come for a fun, informative day! 

- COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH PROVIDED - 

Tuesday, February 11 
11:30am - 1:00pm / Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker: Linda Howard  
Alzheimer’s Association 

“Basics of Alzheimer’s & Related Dementias”  
 

Thursday, March 27 
11:30am - 1:00pm / Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker: Phyllis Crews  
“The Importance of Making Your  

End of Life Plans”  
Phyllis will offer information on pre-arrangement  

benefits, problems of being unprepared, Veteran’s 
benefits, Social Security benefits and provide 
handouts to help your process go smoothly.   

 

 

LUNCH & LEARN IS SPONSORED BY: 
 
 
 

 
Space is limited, so sign up at our Welcome Center  

or call the church office. 

Thursday, February 20 

10:00 AM – Noon, Fellowship Hall 

Mark your calendars for our next Blood Drive: 
Wednesday, March 19, 4-7:30pm 

United Methodist Men’s 

Valentine Dinner 

Friday, February 14, 2014 
Seating begins at 5pm  

Dinner served at 5:30pm 
 

Tickets: 
$25/couple    $15/Single 

Attire: Formal to Smart Casual 

Tickets are available in the church office and from members 
of the United Methodist Men. Ticket sales close  

Monday, February 10. All adults are invited.  



KNOW Christ. GROW to love Christ. GO to serve                                                                                  February / March  2014 

Frequently Heard Questions Jonathan Carlsen     

Question: Lent is described as “forty days before Easter.” But there are forty-five days between Ash Wednesday 
(March 5) and Easter (April 20). What’s going on? 

Answer: Sundays, including Palm Sunday, aren’t included in the forty-day count, so there are six six-day 
weeks, plus four days from Ash Wednesday to Saturday March 8. 

Question: The second verse of the hymn, “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (#400 in The United Methodist 
Hymnal) begins: “Here I raise mine Ebenezer ...” What does that mean? Ebenezer is a name, not a thing. 

Answer: In Hebrew, it’s both. The line is based on a series of incidents in ancient Israel’s wars against 
the Philistines in 1 Samuel. 1 Samuel 4:1 tells how the Israelites were encamped in a place called  
Ebenezer with the Philistines poised for attack at nearby Aphek. In the following verses (1 Samuel 4:2-
11), the Philistines won the battle and captured the Ark of the Covenant along with other booty. Their  
possession of the Ark brought them nothing but trouble (see 1 Samuel 5:1-7:1), so they sent it back and it 
remained in a place called Kiriath Jearim for twenty years (1 Samuel 7:2). Samuel, in the meantime, led 
the Israelites in a faith revival, when the Philistines attack again (1 Samuel 7:3-10). But God intervened in 
the battle sending thunder, and the Philistines were routed (1 Samuel 7:10-12). At that point, “Then,  
Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named the stone Ebenezer, saying, 
‘Thus far has the LORD helped us ...’” (1 Samuel 7:12 NIV). A footnote in the NIV says, “Ebenezer means 
stone of help.” Thus, Samuel raised a stone named Ebenezer as a monument to God’s help in that day, 
and the hymnwriter is talking about raising his own monument to God’s continuing help today. It doesn’t 
mean he planned to erect an actual stone monument, though he might have. The hymn itself may have 
been the monument he intended. 

Question: Do United Methodists believe that the Bible contains mistakes? 

Answer: Some UMs do, but worldwide probably 70% of UMs view the Bible as having no errors. That 
was the belief of founders John Wesley, Francis Asbury, Philip Otterbein, Martin Boehm, and Jacob  
Albright. Our Confession of Faith calls the Bible “the true rule and guide for faith and practice” (art. iv). 

Question: In 1 Samuel 7:12 in the Common English Bible, David is identified as an “Ephraimite,” a member of 
the tribe of Ephraim. I always thought he belonged to the tribe of Judah. What’s going on? 

Answer: David did belong to the tribe of Judah. Ephraimite here is a typo, probably caused when  
Auto-Correct kicked in inappropriately. If you check the verse in the New Revised Standard Version, the 
English Standard Version, the New International Version, or the New Living Translation, you’ll see that the 
word should have been Ephrathite, a member of the clan of Ephratah (also spelled Ephrathah), a clan of 
the tribe of Judah that lived in and around Bethlehem, which was also called Ephratah. See 1 Chronicles 
2:50 and 4:4. 

Do you have a question about the Bible or United Methodist belief, organization, or practice? E-mail them to me at theex-
horter_fla@yahoo.com or leave them with Katherine Warden at the church office and I’ll try to answer as many as I can. ― JAC 

 

We weren’t created to do life alone, so join us on Wednesday 
nights after the WNO dinner for fellowship, learning and sharing. 
Beginning February 5th we will be watching a DVD series by  
Bill Hybels: “The Power of a Whisper.” 
 
On March 4th we will begin a study by Ann Voskamp,  
“One Thousand Gifts” 
 

The “Life Together” group meets every Wednesday night  
at 6:30pm in the conference room. All are welcome! 

“Life Together” Wednesday Night Small Group, 6:30pm  
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02 Jack and Sylvia Mallay  

03 David and Barbara Pennington  

03 Nancy and Robert Kaufman 

04 Rita and Barry Anglin 

09 James and Mary Etta Stedge  

16 Pierre and Carol Fisher 

16 J. Patrick and Laura Slike  

18 Martin and Dorothy Bayuk  

20 Russell and Barbara McManamy  

21 David Jr. and Corry Cox 

26 Paul and Marjorie Ward  

31 Suzanne and Matthew Dowling 

 

01 Elbert Chinn 

01 Kent McCarthy 

02 Mary Louise Young  

02 Gerald Shaw  

03 Marian Mays  

03 Lynne Miller  

04 Gaye Shields  

04 Barbara Wilder 

05 Judy Laws  

05 Tom Brown  

06 Kayela Royer  

07 Emily Love  

07 Sarah Bailey  

08 Nancy Kaufman  

09 Gail Swanson  

10 Rachel Weishuhn  

10 Gerald Brown 

11 Mildred Rochester  

11 Betty Hansen  

11 Pam Shaner  

14 Dorothy Calhoun-Dadoly  

14 Joan Couch  

15 Clay Conway  

16 Fred Hall  

18 Larry Littlefield 

18 Lisa Ayers  

19 Joan Nash  

19 Albert Hassell  

19 Joanne Salk  

20 Donna Lageveen  

21 Sue Statton  

21 Eleanor Gibbens  

21 Pat Simpson  

22 Trudy Jeffers  

22 Flora Bunger 

22 Dorrette Cowan  

22 Jacob Griner  

23 Jordan Bowers  

24 Mabel Bole  

24 Sylvia Mallay  

24 Doris Hixson  

25 Ruth Beecher  

25 Jonathan Carlsen  

26 Don Bunger  

26 Durvent Lyons 

27 Ann Marshall  

28 Naomi Gantner  

28 Barry Diefenbach  

28 Nancy McCormick  

28 Dorothy Golding 

28 Glen Tschetter 

28 Juliet Cox  

29 Hollie Donisi 

29 Hannah James 

30 Terri Parson  

31 Rita Anglin  

31 Joe Ryan  

31 Charlene Starzonek  

February Birthdays 

February Anniversaries 

01 Pat Winston 

01 Christopher Bode  

01 Kyle Dunda  

02 Othniel Robinson  

02 Susan Putman  

03 Tiffany Roberts  

04 Gene Middaugh 

05 Thomas Volkmann  

05 Sonjia Back  

08 Robin Ettinger  

09 Fredrick Carlsen 

09 Zena Burkholder  

09 Olga Sabo  

09 Robert Stevens  

10 Eloise Ness  

10 Joan Mackey  

10 Marsha Normoyle  

11 Janet Freiberg  

11 Hannelore Edgington  

12 William Bryan  

12 Gayle Behnke  

13 Charlotte Miller 

14 Patrick Slike 

15 Pat Robinette  

15 David Cox, Jr. 

16 Gladys Weibley  

16 Erica White  

16 Madilyn Ashley  

17 Betty Bruce  

18 Sheila Armour  

18 Lisa Friend  

19 Sylvia Brooks  

19 Yvette McIntosh  

19 Jean Arnold  

19 Tom Williams  

21 Deborah Valler 

22 Veronica Campbell  

22 Nina Petro 

23 Ryan Yanni  

24 Jean Pearl  

24 "D" Fletcher  

25 Phyllis Collis  

25 Jerri Boyd  

26 Eileen West  

26 Mary Clemmons  

26 Skyla Cekuta-Bolyard  

27 Patty Royer  

27 Diane DePaul  

28 Addison Cates  

 

03 Mike and Joan Sniecinski  

13 Bill and Ellen Even  

14 Terry and Doris Hixson  

14 Tom and Marcie Marshall 

19 Bruce and Nikki Foster  

March Birthdays 

March Anniversaries 
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Wednesday Night Out 

by Art Davis 

Hear Ye… Please Hear me! 
Come one, and come all! 
Each Wednesday evening  

to Fellowship Hall. 
 

To the Port Charlotte 
United Methodist Church, 
for a meal fit for a king, 
or commoner in search. 

 
Prepared by Church members, 

all with great expertise. 
Meals good for anyone, 
whether thin or obese! 

 
The first to meet eye 
a fresh garden salad, 

to elicit from all 
a Walt Whitman Ballad. 

 
Then of course the main dish, 
where, for such price can you 

find a different entrée 
each week on the menu? 

 
There’s chicken Cordon bleu, 

or veal cutlet, roast pork, 
baked lasagna, roast beef, 
you can cut with your fork. 

 
There’s baked ham, raisin 

sauce, 
sweet potatoes delicious, 
what treats for the palate, 
such panoply of dishes! 

 
And too, there are veggies, 
potatoes, mashed or boiled. 

Of course too, are baked ones 
each quite properly foiled. 

 
I defy you to find 

any soup to outrank, 
such as weekly prepared 
by our Souperman Frank! 

Desserts so delicious, 
yours to woo and to court. 

Ice cream, chocolate sauce 
thus your diet abort! 

 
Ice tea, lemonade, 

to each your thirst quaff. 
Coffee, decaf or regular, 

to so top the meal off. 
 

It takes quite a large team 
to each week undertake, 

a work of such size 
on grand scale, cook and bake. 

 
There are even good folks 

helping some with their tray. 
for the elders with cane, 

without fuss or delay. 
 

It takes oh so many 
for success of these suppers. 
After dinner… dish washers, 

and debris picker uppers. 
 

To mention each one 
that contributes their time, 

it surely would take me 
past reason or rhyme. 

 
But I sense you’ll confirm, 

for this I do bless thee; 
you’ll all grant me pardon 
that I mention Dear Leslie. 

 
Now I know it takes many, 

but you all must admit, 
her planning and cooking 
became the heart of it… 

 
Back to Wednesday Night Out, 

six o’clock start the games, 
or the youth come to sign, 

sheer hilarity reigns! 
 

There’s child care provided. 
Bible time, Pastor James, 

to all those who prefer 
Bible study to games. 

 
So that’s how it is, 

each Wednesday night out. 
You can come just to eat, 

or play games, wax devout. 
 

So… see you next Wednesday? 
We sure hope we do. 

We look forward once more 
to the serving of you. 

 
A.H.D. 
6/23/13 
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CHANGE  SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Port Charlotte United Methodist Church 
21075 Quesada Avenue 
Port Charlotte, FL  33952-2546 
 
Phone:  (941) 625-4356 
E-mail: info@pcumc.info 
Website: www.pcumc.info 
facebook.com/portcharlotteumc 

Tuesdays at 9:30am (Childcare provided)  
1:00pm or 6:30pm 

 
Workbooks are $15 each 

 
To register, contact “D” Fletcher by February 21 

623-0642 or djfnrs@centurylink.net 

 

JOIN US FOR 

A BETH MOORE STUDY 

Starting March 4, 2014 

It’s never too late to join a GriefShare group! 
GriefShare meets Wednesdays 1-3pm, 

in the New Room 

Almost everyone knows a person grieving a death 
or are themselves grieving the death of a family 

member or close friend. 

GriefShare is a place where you can express your 
emotions and receive comfort, instruction, and help 
from others who have experienced the death of a 
loved one. You will learn what to expect during the 

coming days and months, what to do with your  
unpredictable and overwhelming emotions,  

how to keep from getting stuck in grief and what 
grief can teach you. 

For more information and to register, please call  
Anne VanHoose Oleson (941) 391-5653 


