The Meth-O-Gram - Volume 41 - Issue 12

KNOW Christ
GROW to love Christ
GO to serve Christ

December
2010

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF PORT CHARLOTTE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Advent – “Working That Teaches Waiting”
“The Waiting”
Children’s Christmas Musical
December 8 - 6:30pm
Christmas Cantata
December 15 -7:00pm
Christmas Eve Services - 6, 8 & 11pm
December 26- 9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 AM - Traditional Worship
9:30 AM - Contemporary Celebration
11:00 AM - Traditional Worship
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Articles and submissions are due by the
15th of the prior month. Submissions are
preferred via email. All articles are subject
to editing for space and/or content.

The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire Advent season is
the celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the
return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Advent is far more than simply marking a
2,000-year-old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in
Christ that enables all of creation the possibility of being reconciled to God.
When I was growing up, waiting for Christmas at my house was a frenzied season of hardly
contained anticipation. The excitement was fed by hours spent thumbing through the huge
toy section of the Sears catalogue. I was raised in the church, and I knew that Christmas was
about the birth of Jesus, but the Sears catalogue often won out over bible stories as preferred
reading. I had to set that catalogue down to pick up the script from the nativity play that the
children and youth of our church were preparing for the Christmas season.
No matter how eager I was for Christmas to come, it could not be hurried.
We marked off the days and weeks with the opening of the windows of our advent calendar.
It measured the sure, slow movement of time. Pictures behind the little doors kept
reminding me that Jesus was the focus of it all.
As Christmas approached, we were drawn by the stories from TV specials like Rudolph, the
Red-Nosed Reindeer or Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown, but the Jesus story was told over
and over with the help of Mom’s nativity set that included Mary and Joseph, shepherds, wise
men, angels, camels, donkey and sheep.

“The Working”
Somewhere in the midst of all the excitement, the hustle and bustle, Advent happened.
In spite of my joyous delight in the wonder of Santa all around me, the work of others told
me again and again of the true Christmas Story. Their work helped me understand that the
special day I was waiting for was not about me, that somehow, I and others like me were to
play a part in putting the story of Jesus into as many other lives as possible.
That’s one of the roles that I celebrate as Pastor during this Advent season. The
possibility that the things we “work” to share will remind people what we are “waiting” for.
You see, friends, every Operation Shoebox Ministry, Angel Tree, Children’s Musical,
Chancel Choir Cantata, Carol Sing, Christmas Eve Service, and Christmas Day Dinner is our
church’s heartfelt attempt to tell the world that there is something coming into their lives
that is worth waiting for. We tell the world that because we have come to know that not only
is it worth waiting for, but worth working for as well.
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel!” We’re waiting and working for you! Keep going and never
quit!
Grace, Pastor Brian
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Naomi Hohe, date of death 11-01-2010
Lila Miller, date of death 11-28-2010

Letters
Dear Pastor Brian, Paul, and the PCUMC Family,
Thank you so much for inviting us to do ministry beside
you. We had a blast hanging out with you all at the concert,
Sunday morning and at Trunk or Treat. Keep up all the
great kingdom work! We hope to partner with you again in
the future.
Joshua and Deanna Price

Sunshine Ministry
Ps. 103:19 " The Lord has established His throne in
heaven, And His kingdom rules over all ." (NKJV)
Is God calling you to participate in a most rewarding
ministry? More Sunshine Ministers are needed! No special
training is necessary--only a warm heart and dedication to
serving our Lord by bringing a little "sunshine" into the lives
of our lonely and confined. This may be by visits, phone
calls or sending cards. During the past month, the six people
serving in this ministry made 37 visits, 27 phone calls and
sent 13 cards.
If you would like more
information, you may
call Doris Culver at
743-5092 or attend a
meeting in the
conference room at 9
AM on the second
Wednesday of each
month.

Friday, January 28
Saturday, January 29
9am - 3pm
The Port Charlotte United Methodist Church
is hosting our 3rd Annual Craft Bazaar. We thank
you for your past participation and hope you will
consider joining us again in January.
Applications for craft vendors
are due by January 10, 2011.
All profits from this Bazaar go to
our Children’s Weekday Ministry.
For more information contact:
Florence Nevins (941) 625-7591
Judy Western (941) 629-3534

United Methodist Men
December Dates
December 4th ~ Pancake Breakfast
with a visit from Mr. & Mrs. Claus!
*******************
UMM Breakfast Meeting
December 6 ~ 7 AM, Perkins Restaurant
*******************
UMM Board Meeting
December 8th ~ 3 PM ~ Conference Room
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2010 PCUMC 25th Annual Community Christmas Dinner
The tradition of the Annual Christmas dinner will continue for 2010! A dinner of turkey, dressing, gravy, mashed potatoes,
sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry sauce and pie will be served for everyone from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM. Bob and Chris
Burr have again volunteered as the dinner coordinators. Jim Hepler and Phil Western return as our chefs.
Home delivery will be available for shut-ins. Transportation can be provided for those in need of a ride. Call 766-1567
(anytime). Other numbers: 766-8872 (days) or 743-5092 after 5:00 PM for home delivery and transportation needs.
General take-outs will be available at 1:30 PM.
THERE IS A MAJOR CHANGE THIS YEAR WITH THE FOOD PREPARATION. ALL OF THE TURKEYS
MUST BE PREPARED ON THE CHURCH PREMISES AS PER STATE AND COUNTY HEALTH CODES.
THAT MEANS ALL 70 TURKEYS WILL BE ROASTED AT CHURCH. WE HAVE MADE ARRANGEMENTS
WITH WALMART TO PURCHASE THE TURKEYS FROM THEM AND THEY INTURN WILL HOLD THEM
UNTIL WE NEED THEM EACH DAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS.
(over for more info)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Please return this lower portion to the church office or place in offering plate.
YES, I WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH THE 2010 CHRISTMAS DINNER.
I AM CHECKING INTERESTED AREAS BELOW:
______Please accept my donation to help purchase a turkey. (suggested amount $15-20)
(Please write turkey on the memo line of your check)
______Volunteer to carve – circle afternoon:
Monday-12/20
Tuesday-12/21
Wednesday – 12/22
Thursday – 12/23
______Donate a 8-9”pie (PLEASE, No pies needing refrigeration.)
______Help deliver dinners to shut-ins on Christmas Day (10:45 AM)
______Provide transportation for those unable to drive
______Please accept my money donation to cover other costs.
______Set up Dec. 23 (Thurs.) 9:00 AM
______Help with decorations on December 23 – 10:00 AM

Friday morning – 12/24

*We need two or three people to work with Jim to prepare the food on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Choose your day! Or Both!! Call Chris for more info.
______Assistant cooks* - (December 24th)
______Assistant cooks* - (December 25th)
______Kitchen clean-up – December 24th
______Kitchen clean-up – December 25th (we will call to arrange times)
______Dinner clean-up – 3:00 PM – this will be a paid position, call Chris
______Dining room volunteers - Dec. 25th (circle time preference)
10:45AM – 12:30 PM 12:15PM – 1:30 PM 1:30PM -3:30PM
NAME _______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email (print)__________________________________________________
Questions: Please call Chris Burr at 764-1866 or email: chrisbob2116@comcast.net

Port Charlotte United Methodist Church

4

December 2010

If in the past you provided us with a turkey, we ask that you instead donate the cost of the turkey so we may apply it
to our Wal-Mart agreement. We simply do not have enough refrigerator space to accommodate 70 birds. JIM, PHIL,
BOB AND CHRIS ARE CONFIDENT THIS NEW WAY WILL WORK OUT AND WILL PUT US IN COMPLIANCE
WITH STATE AND COUNTY HEALTH CODES.
Last year we served over 700 meals between those delivered and those eaten at church. We anticipate serving many more
this year. Our Christmas dinner is an important community outreach program for our church. Please volunteer!
We will need workers in ALL areas of preparation, serving and clean-up for the dinner. Donations of pies are needed.
Please complete the tear-off section on front of this sheet. Please remember we cannot accept turkeys this year.
We guarantee the Community Christmas Dinner will be everything you expect it to be.
Questions: call Chris or Bob Burr 764-1866.
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Youth Ministry

Paul Kisner

Youth Christmas Party
December 22 @ 6 pm
Food, Fun, and Fellowship
Children’s Weekday Ministry invites you:

December 11th 9-11am

“Drop and Shop”
will be from 10am - 3pm
Must bring a bag lunch (no peanuts please).

Children’s Ministry

Barbara Hald

Don’t forget we still have calendars left! NOW $6 while
supplies last.
I would like to wish everyone a safe and blessed Christmas.
I want to invite you to come and see our Christmas Musical
on Dec. 8th at 6:30 in the sanctuary. The children have
worked hard and it will be a fun time for all.
I am so excited about Church@6 starting in January. I hope
everyone feels the excitement and joy with this new kind of
service. What a blessing to serve such a great God.
In His Love, Barbara Hald

Thank you to everyone who made the Party at the
Port possible. Over one hundred people came to this
event and had an amazing time!
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Church@6—Begins January 2011!
A few months ago our church family took a look at the lives of people in and around our church and decided that we
could offer them something that could make a world of difference. We looked at families where both spouses are
working one or more jobs. We looked at how many people work in the health care industry, the fishing industry, and
retail and how their schedules are given to them, rather than decided by them. We looked at how many of our students
are blessed to be playing sports, musical instruments, or their other creative opportunities that spill across the weekend. We looked at all of those things and decided that our church’s answer to the hectic lives of people was
Church@6!
It’s vibrant. It’s real. And it’s full of people just like you who know there has to be more than the weekly grind,
more to their weekends...and more to life.
What can I expect at Church@6?
Church@6 is a church dedicated to
providing you with an electric worship
service where you will learn how the Bible
and God directly apply to your life and the
circumstances you are dealing with today.
Whether you are single, married, a parent,
teen or child, we strive to make church
creative, relevant and excellent for you
each week. Come and sing to the top of
your lungs, share your faith, and be
prepared for a life-changing experience.
Casual Atmosphere
When you visit Church@6 , dress casually and comfortably! So come as you are, and dress however you want; from
shirt and tie to sandals and shorts, everyone is welcome here. We're more concerned with meeting your real life needs
than with what you wear.
Friendly People
We strive to create a friendly, comfortable environment. We won't make you wear a visitor badge, stand up, or stand
out in any way. We want you to check us out without being singled out.
Family Environment
We also have exciting programs for kids of all ages, including a clean and safe nursery for newborns through age two.
We use a systematic check-in to ensure the safety of your child.
Relevant To Your Life
Our goal is for each service to be fun, creative, and relevant to your life. Our services begin with high energy praise
and are followed by a creative and relevant message by one of our pastors, along with multi-media presentations.
Each service allows you to not only encounter God, but equips you for the week ahead.
A Place For Your Kids
Your children, no matter their age, will take part in a fun-filled age-appropriate service designed just for them.
These children's services are high-energy experiences that include games, toys, prizes, multimedia, and a caring staff!
Your kids will beg you to come back each week!
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December Birthdays

Missions

01
02
02
04
06
07
10
10
11
11
11
13
13
13
14
15
15
16
16
17
17

Chris and Becky Arcadi, missionaries with Campus
Crusade, will be leaving their assignments here in Florida
as of the end of November 2010. We have benefited greatly
from their devoted service to the furthering of God’s
Kingdom by preaching the gospel to students and collegeage young adults. You may remember their mission to
Miami this past summer.

Stacey Kern
Norma Bertling
Carol Fisher
Gary Mason
Chantel Young
Caitlynn Pavlovsky
Laura Donham
Carson McNamara
Merle McDonald
Fern West
Julie Scott
Nettie Wint
Lucy Leavitt
Emily Jones
Judy Western
Sam Force
Wade Warden
Elfreda Bryan
Angelo Wilkins
Bud Heinig
Paul Campbell

17
18
21
22
22
22
23
24
25
27
27
27
29
29
29
29
30
30
30
31

Judy Brown
Gertrude Lynch
Rita Hockett
Virginia McConocha
Marsha Mikus
Samantha Fisher
Celeste Johnson
Janice Brown
Sophia Bonsky
Dorothy DeSilva
Margaret Gue
Irwin Clark
Joyce Gooden
Mark McNamara
Nicholas Bonsky
Kordell Slater
Maxine Bolitho
Arthur Miller
Bob Cates
Jean Nordstrom

They have been assigned to full-time positions as Directors
of Youth Ministries in Pittsford, New York. We wish them
well in their new assignment.
We will therefore be welcoming their replacements,
Kierstyn and Nathaneal Brown who will begin their
assignments in December. We will continue our financial
support to this mission and look forward to hearing from
them.
Chris and Becky’s newsletter is on the missions bulletin
board in the back hall.

December Anniversaries
Warren and Alice Heidenis
Don and Rose Yienger
Gail and Jerry Swanson
Jim and Joanie Marshall
J.C. and Margaret Spann
Roland and Barbara Dyer
Lloyd and Viris Brown
Ron and Patty Royer
G. Walford and Marlene Young
Steve and Phyllis Cox
Paul and Norma Campbell
Don and Esther Keirnan
Dick and Peg Thompson
Gary and Lisa Friend
John and Josephine Keating
Cecil and Charlene Bell

12/01/1943
12/02/2006
12/06/1959
12/08/1960
12/10/1955
12/14/1975
12/16/2006
12/18/1964
12/19/1957
12/23/1961
12/26/1955
12/26/1971
12/27/1969
12/27/1993
12/27/1997
12/28/1952

Year to Date Income
$692,138.65
Year to Date Expenses
$675,500.23
Community Outreach:
SHARE orders donated - 13
Gas Vouchers—23
Rent assistance—1
Utility assistance—4
General aid—1

Lines from the Library
The library is pretty well settled in the New Room, but we
still have some “tweaking” to do. The librarians will be
there from 9 o’clock am to 11 o’clock am on Thursdays to
help you, but the library is always open to you anytime the
room is available. You can always check your bulletin for
times when there is something scheduled in the room.
All the library signs are not up but you can check books out
as usual, that is, sign and date the book card found in the
book and place it in front of the little brown wooden box of
checkout cards located by the card catalog. You may return
your book to the big basket on the table by the card catalog.
Hopefully, we will have signs up soon.
We are busy with a number of projects that we hope will
make locating material even easier. It is a pleasure to build
on the good works of Grace Chicken and Laura Donham.
We would also like to thank all of those who have donated
books to the library. We have received some really good
books and we are most appreciative. In the move, some
papers were separated from the books so if you did not
receive a thank you note, know that we do appreciate your
gifts very much.
Your librarians, Ann Surrette and Chris Burr

Port Charlotte United Methodist Church
Port Charlotte United Methodist Church
21075 Quesada Avenue
Port Charlotte, FL 33952-2546
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Phone: 941-625-4356
Fax: 941-625-0144
E-mail: info@pcumc.info
Website: www.pcumc.info

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

┌

┐

└

┘

Merry Christmas from the Port Charlotte United Methodist Church Staff!
Nancy

Brian
Pastor

Carol

Barb

Ellen

Mick

Friday
December 24

Jane

Eileen

Katheri

ne

Paul

Ericka

Christmas Eve - three candlelight services
6:00pm Celebration Service
especially for children and families

8:00pm

Classic Christmas Eve
worship in the traditional style

11:00pm Carols, Candles, and Communion
a quiet time for reflection on God’s greatest gift

Sunday
December 26

9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship / Children’s Church

