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“ADVENT - Get Busy Waiting”
"Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth,
being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains."
James 5:7
Waiting. We do lots of waiting. Waiting in line. Waiting in traffic. Waiting
for appointments. Waiting while we're on hold. I read somewhere the
average person spends 45 to 62 minutes a day waiting.
Most of us were taught from an early age to make good use of our time.
Work, school, children, friends - there seems to always be somewhere else
to go, something else to do. And when we find ourselves waiting, then we
are convinced we are "wasting time." We have been taught that if you are
waiting, then you are wasting.
So what do we do when God asks us to wait?
That is precisely what Advent calls us to do - to WAIT.
All through history, the people of God have been asked to do some
waiting. Abraham and Sarah are promised a child, and they grow impatient
when it does not happen soon enough. When they try to take matters into
their own hands and conceive through Hagar God reminds them, "Wait, I've
got this."
Moses secures the freedom of the Israelites from Egypt, and they are
ready to get back home, ready to come into the promised land. Instead, they
head out into the wilderness where they wait - a chance for God to prepare
them to come into the promise.
And now we enter into Advent, and we, too, receive the command: Wait.
Like Abraham & Sarah, like Israel in the Wilderness, like Israel in Babylon,
we have been called to the important work of waiting.
As we wait, we prepare expectantly for the advent of Emmanuel.
I have officiated at a lot of weddings during my ministry. Hours before
the wedding service is scheduled to begin, I am at the church preparing.
And while there, of course I run into the bride and groom-to-be. They are
waiting for the service to start. But, while they are waiting, they are talking to
friends and family, laughing, fixing hair and clothes, preparing their hearts
for what is about to happen, getting all the last minute arrangements into
place. Not a moment wasted in that waiting!
I remember waiting for our first child to come. There was a nursery to
paint, cabinets to childproof, supplies to stock up on, birth classes to take,
and pre-natal doctor's appointments. Not a moment wasted in that waiting!
continued on next page...

Join us on Sundays
Traditional Worship at 8 & 11
Contemporary 9:30am
Wednesday Nights
Children’s Ministry: 6-7:30pm
Youth: 6-8:15pm
Adult Studies: 6:30-7:30pm

Saturday, December 6
Pancake Breakfast 7-11am

Wednesday, December 10
Children’s Christmas Program
6:30pm, Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 17
Festival of Lesson and Carols
6:30pm, Sanctuary

Friday, December 19
Family Dinner & Movie 6-8pm

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve
Services at: 6pm, 8pm & 11pm

Thursday, December 25
Merry Christmas!
Community Christmas Dinner
11:30am - 2:30pm

Port Charlotte United Methodist Church

December 2014

continued from front...

Letters

There is no doubt we have busy schedules –
especially this time of year. But I know we will all have
time to wait.
Whether we are standing in the endless check-out
line, don't waste time, there is important waiting to do!
Pray for the people in line around you and for those
who do not have the resources to be standing in that
line with you.
Stuck in traffic? Don't waste time, there is important
waiting to do! Give thanks that you have places to go,
people to see, and a car to get you there. Spend the
time thinking about how you can generously share
God’s love with those in need in your community.
Again and again, we will receive the gift of
unexpected time this Advent. Quit wasting it, and get
on with the important work of waiting! Keep going and
never quit!

I want to personally thank everyone who donated
their time and baked such great cakes and
cookies. The bake sale was a huge success.
You ladies are just wonderful. Thank you again
and God Bless.
Esther Keirnan

Welcome New Members
Please join us in welcoming Mary Franklin,
Virgina & Richard Gwinn, Ann & Mike Harber,
Gary & Patricia Johnston, and Mary Witt as new
members.
There will be no membership class in December.
The class will be on Thursday, January 8, 2015.

Grace,
Pastor Brian

NO Lunch and Learn in December.
But....on January 15 Corey L. Girdwood, DC
and Matthew L. DeFillippis DC of Coastal
Chiropractic will be with us to speak on
“Back Disorders.”

The Port Youth would like to thank everyone who
contributed to the Operation Christmas Child shoebox
collection. Our church contributed 151 shoeboxes
this year. Children around the world will feel the joy of
Christmas as they hear the good news of the birth of
Jesus Christ and experience His love through the
generosity of His followers. Thank You for sharing
the love of Christ!

Extravagant Generosity
YTD 10/31/14
Income $611,104.88, Expenses $720,824.40
October Assistance: Utilities 6

McGregor Baptist Christmas
Pageant Bus Trip
Reminder of our trip to McGregor Baptist Church
for their annual Christmas Pageant on Saturday,
December 13, 2014. We leave PCUMC at 1:30pm
and the only charge is gas money (usually $5 per
person). However we have a limited number of
tickets so make sure your name is attached to one
if you plan to go. Blessings to all, Nancy
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Children’s Ministry

A Ministry of Port Charlotte United Methodist Church

Weekday Ministry

Paula Mann

December 6 Pancake Breakfast w/Santa 7-11am
December 13 Parents’ Day Out 1-4
December 19 Walk-in Day,
“Happy Birthday, Jesus” Party
December 22-January 2 Christmas Break
January 5 Back to school
Looking ahead ...
January 7 VPK Donuts with Dad

Barbara Hald

Please make sure you put on
your calendar our
children’s Christmas play on
Wednesday the 10th at 6:30pm in
the Sanctuary. “Bed Bethlehem
and Beyond” is a fun version of
the Christmas story told through
the innkeeper’s eyes.
Dinner and a Movie will be on Friday, December 19.
“Home Alone” is the movie and we hope everyone will
enjoy us for a relaxing evening at the movies.
As always, I look forward to our family
Christmas Eve Service at 6pm.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
to all!
In His Love, Barbara Hald

Youth Ministry

Paul Kisner

No Youth Group: December 24 and 31

Youth Christmas Party
When: Wednesday, December 17
Time: 6:00pm - 8:15pm
Cost: $5 donation to World Vision
Join us for Food, Fun, and Fellowship!
*There will also be
a white elephant gift exchange
Bring a silly gift (gender neutral, $5 max),
if you want to participate.

Ice Skating
When: Sunday, December 21
Where: Germain Arena, Fort Myers, FL
Time: 5:00 – 9:00pm
Cost: $5
RSVP by December 17
2014-15 Medical Release Form is required

Christmas Break Lock In
When: Friday, January 2 to Saturday, January 3
Time: 8:00pm – 7:30am
Cost: $7
2014-15 Medical Release Form is required

“Parents’ Day Out”
Saturday, December 13
1pm - 4pm
This is a great time to catch up with a friend
during this busy time of year… do some
Christmas shopping or wrap those gifts
without interruptions. We will be rotating
through different “stations” to enjoy various
fun activities.
•
•
•

We will provide snacks
$5/hour for first child
$3/hour for each additional child
Registration forms are
available on our
website: www.pcumc.info
or from any teacher in our
Children’s Weekday
Ministry.
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David deSilva

The Chancel Choir will present a Festival of Lessons and Carols at
the 8:00 and 11:00 services on Sunday, December 14 and again on
Wednesday, December 17, at 6:30pm. The service combines nine
scriptures speaking of the promise of Christ’s birth and its fulfillment
with choral anthems and congregational songs reflecting on and
responding to these scriptures. Please consider using this event as
an easy and natural opportunity to invite a friend, a neighbor,
a doctor, a grocer -- any acquaintance -- to walk into our church and
experience worship here. There are also invitation cards at the
welcome center for your use.

Frequently Heard Questions

Come celebrate with us the
joys of Christ’s birth!

Jonathan Carlsen

Question: “Away in a Manger,” no. 217 in the Hymnal, is marked as being written by “Anonymous.” I was always
taught that Martin Luther wrote it. What’s going on?
Answer: I, too, was taught that Luther wrote it. The Evangelical Church’s Hymnal of 1921 and their Evangelical Church School Hymnal of 1935 declare Luther as the author, but many other hymnals do not. The
1940 Episcopal Church’s Hymnal calls it a “Traditional Carol.” The Lutheran Hymnal of 1941 doesn’t even
include it. The Evangelical and Reformed Church’s Hymnal of the same year says it’s “Ascribed to Martin
Luther.” Reportedly, it first appeared in an 1885 children’s songbook published in English by American
Lutherans in Pennsylvania. Its early description as “Luther’s Cradle Song,” led to the mistaken idea that
Luther wrote it. We have no German version of the hymn before 1934, and that text, linguists say, was
translated from our English version. For more information, see Carlton Young, Companion to “The United
Methodist Hymnal” (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993), pp. 223-226.
Question: Recently, my dog died. Friends have assured me that I’ll see him again in Heaven. I was always
taught that animals can’t go to Heaven because they don’t have souls. Which view is true?
Answer: You have my sympathy. When a beloved pet (dog, cat, or other) dies, he/she is sorely missed.
My dog, Wiggles, died seven years ago this month. When I included an announcement of his death in
Dad’s Christmas letter, several friends wrote back, assuring me that I’d see him again in Heaven. I, too,
was skeptical. I, too, was taught that animals have no souls. HOWEVER, I’ve since learned that in the
creation story, the same Hebrew phrase appears twice. In Genesis 1:24, referring to animals, it is translated, “living creature” (KJV). In Genesis 2:7, referring to Adam, it is translated, “living soul.” Want more
proof? Dogs and cats are included among the four-footed creatures declared ceremonially unclean and
not to be eaten in Leviticus 11:27. So they stood among the “all kinds of four-footed animals” on the sheet
in Peter’s vision (Acts 10:9-16). That sheet came down from Heaven and was taken back three times.
Therefore, we’ll find cats and dogs in Heaven, including your dog.
Question: Why don’t pastors preach from Haggai, Habakkuk, and Amos?
Answer: If you asked a dozen preachers, you might get two dozen answers, because some might give
more than one reason. Actually, we hear very few sermons from any of the so-called “minor prophets,”
Hosea through Malachi, though I knew one who spent several months on a series based on Jonah. For
preachers who draw their sermon texts from the Lectionary, the Lectionary only provides two texts from
Amos and one each from Habakkuk and Haggai. Though the contexts of Amos and Haggai are fairly
clear, we know practically nothing about when or why Habakkuk was writing. This lack of information and
the fear of misrepresenting the Word could discourage preachers choosing it for their texts. Many preachers, being in love with the Person of Jesus, concentrate on the Gospels and ignore the rest.
Do you have a question about the Bible or United Methodist belief, organization, or practice? E-mail them to me
at theexhorter_fla@yahoo.com or leave them with Katherine Warden at the church office and I’ll try to answer as
many as I can. ― JAC
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2014 PCUMC 29th Annual Community Christmas Dinner
Thursday, December 25th
Serving 11:30AM to 2:30PM
The tradition of the Annual Christmas dinner will continue for 2014! Dinners of turkey and ham with all the
trimmings will be served for everyone from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM. Last year approximately 1000 meals were
served between those delivered to shut-ins and those eaten at church. We anticipate similar response this
year based on current community needs. Our Christmas dinner is an important Salty Service community
outreach program for PCUMC.
Home delivery will be available for shut-ins. Transportation will be provided for those in need of a ride.
Call one of the following numbers for home delivery and transportation needs by December 19th to
allow for processing: 941-769-3835 or 941-421-6009
I am checking interested areas below:

Donations:
______Please accept my donation to help give the gift of Christmas dinner to the community.
(Suggested amount $15.00 - $25.00) Please write “Christmas dinner” on your check.
______Donate an 8-9”pie (PLEASE, No pies needing refrigeration.)

Shut-In dinners and transportation:
______Help to get shut-in dinners ready for delivery. Arrive by 10:00 AM.
______ Help deliver dinners to shut-ins on Christmas Day. Arrive by 11:00 AM.

Set-up/Decorations:
______Set up Tuesday, December 23rd - 9:00 AM
______Help with decorations on Tuesday, December 23rd – 10:00 AM
______Help with dinner set-up on Wednesday, December 24th - 9:00 AM - Noon

Kitchen Help:
_____ Christmas Day from 2:30 PM on...

Dining Room Volunteers:
______10:00 AM – 1:00 PM (will also assist with shut-in tray prep)
______ 1:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Name: ____________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________ email ________________________________
Return completed form to church office. Volunteers may also call (941) 204-9974 or (941) 764-8895.
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December Birthdays

Stephen Ministry

01 Brenda Ryan
01 Stacey Kern
02 Carol Fisher
04 Gary Mason
05 Sharon Bencivengo
06 Chantel Young
07 Jessica Wilcek
09 Charles Polk
10 Carson McNamara
11 Merle McDonald
11 Fern West
11 Julie Scott
11 Angelica MacKenzie
11 Seanna Marie Bailey
13 Emory Oleson
13 Lucy Leavitt
13 Gina Brancheau
15 Nathan Foster
16 Elfreda Bryan
16 Angelo Wilkins
17 Paul Campbell
17 Judy Brown
18 Mark Hyndman
18 Richard Mallard
19 Shari McNemar
21 Rita Hockett

What is a Stephen Minister, and what can they do for
you? Stephen Ministers are well trained lay persons
who meet, confidentially, for about an hour a week with
those facing a life crisis . They are known as the “After”
people, and are ready to come along side you, to
provide comfort and support for as long “after” as they
are needed. If you, or someone you know, would like
to have a Stephen Minister assigned to you, or you are
interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, please
contact Pastor Brian at the church 625-4356 or
Dean Winston at 941-661-8825.

22 Grayson Greaves
22 Virginia McConocha
22 Marsha Mikus
22 Samantha Fisher
23 Jacob Bowers
23 Celeste Johnson
24 Janice Brown
25 Sophia Bonsky
26 Gay Kemp
27 Dorothy deSilva
29 Joyce Gooden
29 Nick Bonsky
29 Kordell Slater
30 Maxine Bolitho
30 Arthur Miller
30 Bob Cates
31 Jean Nordstrom

December Anniversaries
01 Warren and Alice Heidenis
10 J. C. and Margaret Spann
12 Jessica and Kristian Dunda
18 Ron and Patty Royer
19 G.Walford and Marlene Young
21 Charles and Paige Polk
23 Steve and Phyllis Cox
26 Paul and Norma Campbell
26 Don and Esther Keirnan
27 Lisa and Gary Friend
27 John and Josephine Keating
28 John and Gay Kemp
29 Fred Wagner and Linda Layman

Dean Winston

Stephen Ministers are there:
… after you’ve washed and returned the last
casserole dish.
… After the divorce papers have been served and the
bottom falls out of your life.
… after the last child honks the horn, waves, and
drives away -- and the house suddenly seems
incredibly empty.
… after you arrive home following the funeral service
and the emotions you’ve held at bay come
crashing in on you.
… after the relationship has ended, but the wounds
are still bleeding and painful.
… after the doctors have said, “There is nothing more
we can do.”
… after the phone call you’d always hoped you’d
never get.
… after you realize the hands on the gold watch you
received at your retirement party move more
slowly than you’d ever imagined.
… after the nursing home director shakes your hand
and says “Welcome to your new home.”
… after the baby has arrived, putting more demands
on you than ever dreamed possible.
… after you find the pink slip inserted with what is
now your final paycheck.
… after your family and friends have heard your story
one too many times, but you still need to talk it out.
… after……..

Breakfast with Santa!
Saturday, December 6th 7-11am
For the young and young at heart - All are invited!

MENU

Bring your
camera!

Pancakes, Sausage Links,
Sausage & Gravy, Eggs,
Applesauce, Orange Juice

Suggested
Donation
$4.00

Under 7 FREE
!
Ages 7-11 $1
Over 90 FREE
!
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Port Charlotte United Methodist Church
21075 Quesada Avenue
Port Charlotte, FL 33952-2546
Phone: (941) 625-4356
E-mail: info@pcumc.info
Website: www.pcumc.info
facebook.com/portcharlotteumc
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Celebrate the Christmas Season with Us!
Saturday, December 6
Pancake Breakfast with Santa, 7-11am
Wednesday, December 10
Children’s Christmas Program, 6:30pm
Saturday, December 13
Bus trip to the Christmas Pageant at McGregor Baptist Church,
Fort Myers
(to reserve your spot contact Nancy (941) 625-4356)
Sunday, December 14
Chancel Choir presents “Festival of Lessons & Carols,” 8 & 11am
Wednesday, December 17
Chancel Choir presents “Festival of Lessons & Carols,” 6:30pm
Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Worship at 6pm, 8pm & 11pm
Wednesday, December 25
Christmas Dinner 11:30-2:30pm / Dinner is FREE! All are invited!

Community
Christmas Dinner
Wednesday, December 25
11:30am - 2:30pm
Fellowship Hall
A dinner of turkey, ham, dressing, gravy,
turkey noodle soup, mashed potatoes,
sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry
sauce assorted pies and cobblers will be
served for everyone from 11:30 AM to
2:30 PM. Dinner is free -- it is our gift to
the community. Home delivery will be
available for shut-ins. Transportation can
be provided for those in need of a ride.
Call the church office to sign-up
625-4356.

