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ADVENT? - WORTH THE WAIT!

941-625-4356 ph / 941-625-0144 fax

Christmas is coming. It seems to start earlier every year. Advertisements before Join us on Sundays
Halloween. Decorations well before Thanksgiving. The world tells us, "ready or not, Traditional Worship at 8 & 11
Contemporary 9:30am
here Christmas comes!" But for those of us who love Jesus Christ, Christmas
comes at the end of Advent, and Advent is a gift that we need to talk about before
Wednesday Nights
we talk about Christmas gifts. So let’s talk about Advent.
Children’s Ministry: 6-7:30pm
To talk about Advent you need to talk about listening, looking, and then living.
Youth: 6-8:15pm
First, are you LISTENING?
Choir: 6:15pm
If you stand all alone in the center of your kitchen, you will hear a noise.
Adult Studies: 6:30-7:30pm
A constant continuous, droning sound. A sound with no real beginning or hopefully
no end. It rarely changes pitch or tone. It is the same flat noise, hour after hour, day
Sunday, December 20
after day. It is the hum of your refrigerator.
This past Sunday our Chancel Choir used instruments besides the regular
Sanctuary Grand Re-Opening
accompaniment. Percussion instruments, and a wind instrument joined with the
Reception 9:30-10:30am
piano. The sounds rise and fall, stop and start, come and go, they’re loud and quiet. Service: 10:30am
Combined with voices they create something that is melodic and pleasing.
There are two variations on sound. One we call music and the other we call noise.
Thursday, December 24
Sound becomes melody when the noises are arranged with a measured and
Christmas Eve
intentional awareness of time. Music divides time up into beats, which creates
Services at: 6pm, 8pm & 11pm
rhythm.
Too many of us are living our lives with one day blending into the other. Get up,
Thursday, December 25
eat breakfast, brush teeth, go to school or work or the office, household chores,
Merry Christmas!
write a check, fill a tank, cook a meal and tomorrow we will do it all over again.
Community Christmas Dinner
Life can seem like the equivalent of a humming refrigerator. God wants to create
11:30am - 2:30pm
a symphony with our daily lives. Advent is about listening for God!
Second, are you LOOKING?
God wants us to look for Him in our daily lives. Just like sound, time is best when it is arranged with patterns and
rhythms. No one can run without resting, and no one can stay healthy if they only rest. Advent predicts that there is
something to look forward to. Advent is the opportunity in the weeks before Christmas to spend time in preparation and
anticipation of Christ's coming among us. In the midst of the ordinary, God's people are looking for something extraordinary. We look at the centuries of longing by God’s people waiting for the Messiah. We look at their lives and imagine
what it must have been like to live in a world where God had not yet come in the flesh. We look at our lives and think of
the ways that we can prepare for His coming by cleaning out all of our sinful clutter. We keep looking in anticipation for
Him to come again and reclaim His people. Advent is about looking for God!
Finally, are you LIVING?
Sometimes life can be overwhelming, exhausting, deflating. We can also find ourselves in times of great joy,
excitement, and happiness. Advent is a time for us make room for Jesus. He is coming in spite of our circumstance or
emotion. He is coming because He has promised to come, and that becomes our focus. Advent is about living in
anticipation of Christ alone. Advent is about expecting what hasn't arrived yet, but knowing by faith that it is on the way.
Advent matters because Jesus is coming. Jesus is coming because the world needs to hear His words of peace.
Jesus is coming because the world needs to look at something beautiful that God did just for them. Jesus is coming
because he offers the world a life worth living.
Welcome to Advent! Listen! Look! Live!
Keep going and never quit! Grace, Pastor Brian
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Elinor Eggert
Gertrude (Trudy) Jeffers
The Salvation Army's Angel Tree
program provides new clothing
or toys for children of needy
families in Charlotte County.
Participating is so rewarding,
and the process is easy:
The staff members of our church and school
wish everyone in our congregation a blessed
Christmas season as we celebrate Jesus’ birth
with joy and reverence.
Sharon Bencivengo, Nancy Bosserdet,
Sandra Breden, Sean Bryan, David deSilva,
Ellen Even, Cindy Friend, Barbara Hald,
Carol Hansen, Carol Howard, Brian James,
Dawn James, Paula Mann, Carrie Mitchell,
Nancy Ristic, Sue Ross, Patty Royer,
Jana Tardiff, Katherine Warden,
Rindi Welton & Elizabeth Ziegelbauer

1. Visit our Angel Tree in the lobby.
2. Choose an Angel tag from the book.
3. Sign your name and take an Angel Ornament
from the tree as our gift to you.
4. Bring the purchased and un-wrapped gifts
back to the tree by December 16th.

Emmaus Men Paul Smith 764-8895
Letters
To the members of PCUMC,
Many thanks for your many prayers and blessings.
May God bless each one of you, Albert Hassell

The Secret Sisters are a group of women that
anonymously give a card and/or gift ($5 and under)
to an assigned “Sister.” The Secret Sisters ministry is
open to all women of the church. Applications are in the
lobby. Contact: Sharon Bencivengo 743-5075 or
Suzy Russell 268-3415.

Extravagant Generosity
YTD as of 10/31/15
Income: $682,530.19
Expenses: $680,685.45
Rent Assistance: 1 Utilities Assistance: 2

The Emmaus Men meet every Wednesday
morning at Chick-Fil-A on Tamiami Trail in
Port Charlotte. We extend an invitation to all men
who have taken the "Walk to Emmaus."
It is a great chance to renew friendships, but a
wonderful way to start a day with prayer, devotion
and discussion. We only meet for an hour from
8-9am, so come and join us.
It is our desire to have a PCUMC Gathering
some time during the month of February
2016. This would include all men and women
who have taken the "Walk". We know that there
are many throughout our church who have been
to Emmaus. It would be an evening event with
dinner (pot luck) and a full program, with a guest
speaker. We’ll plan for after the holidays when
things have settled down and we are back into our
beautiful sanctuary. What a great reunion we can
have. Remember Christ
is counting on you and we
are counting on Christ.
Further information will
follow as soon as a date
is scheduled.
DeColores!
Paul Smith
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My GIG Sandy Segur (941) 249-8726
Millennial Girlfriends in God - Women 18 to 28
Wednesday Nights 6:30-7:30pm
Beginning January 6, 2016
“...for wisdom is better than jewels, and all that you may desire
cannot compare with her.” Proverbs 8:11 The Gifts of Wisdom
Plan on joining us in the Lounge for informal group
discussion with a spiritual foundation around
books from the United Methodist Women’s
resources and interests of our group’s choice.

United Methodist Women

Sandy Segur (941) 249-8726

What Is United Methodist Women?
United Methodist Women is a supportive, inclusive Christian membership organization where women grow
spiritually, develop as leaders and serve and work to create a world in which all women, children and youth thrive.
United Methodist Women is celebrated as the women’s ministry of the United Methodist Church.
What does United Methodist Women do?
Our members nurture one another in community and support U.S. and international projects and partners
improving the lives of women, children and youth with their prayers, volunteer and advocacy efforts, and financial
gifts.
How does United Methodist Women support and grow its work?
Our members elect a representative board of directors that sets policy for the organization and determines the
places we can make the most impact. Staff and members work to carry out the organization’s goals and expectations. Members commit through their financial giving to support the transformation of lives around the world.
Who can join United Methodist Women?
Any woman who commits herself to the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women and to engage in mission, study,
personal growth and social action can join. You don’t have to be United Methodist or meet any age requirement
to be a member.
United Methodist Women Mission Outreach supports Community Centers, Schools and Colleges,
Women’s Residence, Residential Child Care, Mission Complexes & Student Leadership in these countries:
97 in the U.S., Puerto Rico & Virgin Islands
2 in Mexico and Central America
9 in the Caribbean
20 in South America
37 in Africa
51 in Asia/Pacific Islands
20 in Europe
10 in Middle East/Europe
19 Programs with multiple locations
We are faith, hope and love in action.
PURPOSE – The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the
church.
Meetings are the first Monday of the Month, 10am in the Fellowship Hall of
Trinity United Methodist Church – 23084 Seneca Avenue, Port Charlotte
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Jane Flanders

The following are the dates for the upcoming Lunch
and Learns (no Lunch & Learn in December):
January 21: Coastal Chiropractic, Dr. Corey
Girdwood and Dr. Matthew DeFilippis
February 18: Dr. Daniel Kretchman
March 17: Linda Howard from the Alzheimer's
Association and noted guest Physician
Dr. Ramon Gil, Neurologist.
Many thanks to Jim Eugenius who expertly makes the
fruit salad and coleslaw for our lunches at each Lunch
and Learn.

Mark your calendars for March 15th and 16th as
Linda Howard will be at the church with her
Memory Testing Mobile Unit from 10:00AM to 4:00PM.
Our next Bloodmobile will be on Wednesday,
January 20, 2016 from 4:00PM to 7:30PM during
Wednesday Night Out. Many feel they do not "qualify"
to donate blood. The rules and regulations change
frequently so always be sure to check. You are
carefully screened when you enter the bloodmobile
and all your questions are answered by the staff.
continued on next page...

Frequently Heard Questions Jonathan Carlsen
Question: How did Christmas become Xmas? Is this a scheme of secularists and unbelievers to exclude Christ
from the holiday?
Answer: Some unbelievers and secularists might like to do that, but they can’t. For centuries, Xmas was a
church-approved abbreviation for Christmas. The X isn’t our letter X. It’s the Greek letter chi, the first letter
in the title christos, meaning “the anointed one,” which translates the Hebrew word Mashiach (“Messiah”) in
Daniel 9:25-26. This fact gives us an opportunity to witness about Who Jesus really is.
United Methodist Mark Tooley, the Institute on Religion and Democracy president, blogged last year in an
article, “Christmas is Undefeatable” (http://juicyecumenism.com/2014/12/18/30138/), “Chronic attempts to
secularize / neutralize Christmas keep failing. The Christmas message is irrepressible, and Christmas is
almost certainly celebrated by more billions now globally than at any other time in history. Many celebrants
of course don’t realize fully Whose birthday they’re celebrating, but they are unconsciously, providentially
perpetuating the remembrance and themes of good will rooted in divine incarnation.”
Question: The presentations on the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church focused on
persecution of Christians overseas. Isn’t persecution occurring in the USA also?
Answer: The potential is here. Paul warned Timothy, “... everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12 NLT). Jesus warned, “’A servant is not greater than his master.
Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you’” (John 15:20 NLT). Rarely has anti-Christian
violence occurred here (exceptions: Columbine and the recent shootings on an Oregon campus). But these
hardly compare with the systematic, widespread hatred and brutality occurring so often in Nigeria, Iraq,
Syria, and by mobs in India, Sri Lanka, and elsewhere.
It would be unjust to ignore wrongs committed here because greater wrongs occur abroad, but letting our
domestic woes keep us from focusing on or addressing foreign evils is just as blameworthy. Paul told the
Corinthians, “If one part [of Christ’s body] suffers, all suffer with it” (1 Cor. 12:26 NLT).
Question: Why do we bother studying the Old Testament and its laws? That was the Jewish Bible and Christ
freed us from the law. Our Bible is the New Testament.
Answer: Here are three opposing witnesses: (1) Jesus ― “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law
or the prophets. I have not come to abolish but to fulfill” (Mt. 5:17 NRSV); (2) The early church ― they
quoted or paraphrased the Old Testament in the New Testament, showing that God didn’t want these truths
forgotten; (3) The UM Articles of Religion (art. vi) ― “The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; for both
in the Old and New Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ … no Christian whatsoever is
free from the obedience of the commandments which are called moral.”
Do you have a question about the Bible or United Methodist belief, organization, or practice? E-mail them to me at theexhorter_fla@yahoo.com or leave them with Katherine Warden at the church office and I’ll try to answer as many as I can. ―
JAC
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To determine if you are able to donate blood, accuracy
and honesty are essential. Any information you
provide is strictly confidential. There is a copy of the
updated information for donating blood with Jane
Trammell, Parish nurse, in the Fish Bowl.
Please donate!
Veterans, if you missed the 4th Annual Military
Appreciation Day on Saturday, November 7 in
Fort Myers shame on you! The day was absolutely
fabulous! A day for YOU! The church was easily found
by my husband and I, and we were made to feel so
welcome. Six veterans greeted us at the church
entrance and from that point on we had an "escort"
for the remainder of the morning. Happy faces were
everywhere. We ate a delicious brunch and were sent
home with a bagged lunch supplying us with a
delicious turkey sandwich, fruit and a drink. There
were vendors present with any kind of information any
veteran would need to have. Everything was FREE
including clothing, tents for the homeless, toiletries,
haircuts and a massage! Can you imagine? The best
part was the delicious Norman Love chocolates. Never
had one? Guess you will have to wait until next year
and I will certainly remind you of this free day for our
veterans! You deserve to be pampered.
Confused about your numbers? Let's hope this helps:
Cholesterol:
HDL - we know it as the "good" cholesterol. Greater
than 40 is the desired number for men. Greater than
50 for women. Less than 40 is at high risk.
LDL - we know it as the "bad" cholesterol. Less than
100 with heart disease is desirable and less than 130
without heart disease. Borderline is 100-159 with heart
disease and130-159 without heart disease.
High risk: 160 or higher.
Triglycerides-Desirable: less than 150.
Borderline: 150-199. High risk: 200 or higher.
Total cholesterol-Desirable: less than 200.
Borderline: 200-239. High Risk: 240 or higher.
Blood Glucose:
Normal Fasting: 70-99mg/dl
Non-Fasting: less than 140 mg/dl
Normal with Diabetes: Fasting: 70-130mg/dl
Non-Fasting: less than 180mg/dl
Pre-Diabetes: Fasting: 100-125mg/dl
Non-Fasting:140-199 mg/dl
Diabetes: Fasting: 126 mg/dl
Non-Fasting: 200mg/dl
Source: American Diabetes Association
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Stephen Ministry Dean Winston
What is a Stephen Minister, and
what can they do for you?
Stephen Ministers are well trained lay
persons who meet confidentially for
about an hour a week with those
|facing a life crisis. They are known as
the “After” people, and are ready to
come along side you, to provide
comfort and support for as long “after” as they are
needed. If you or someone you know, would like to
have a Stephen Minister assigned to you, or become a
Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Brian at the
church number or Dean Winston at 941-661-8825.
Stephen Ministers are there:
… after you’ve washed and returned the last casserole
dish.
… after the divorce papers have been served and the
bottom falls out of your life.
… after the last child honks, waves, drives away, and
the house suddenly seems incredibly empty.
… after you arrive home following the funeral service
and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing
in on you.
… after the relationship has ended, the wounds are still
bleeding and painful.
… after the doctors have said, “There is nothing more
we can do.”
… after the phone call you’d always hoped you’d
never get.
… after you realize the hands on the gold watch you
received at your retirement party move more slowly
than you’d ever imagined.
… after the nursing home director shakes your hand
and says “Welcome to your new home.”
… after the baby has arrived, putting more demands
on you than ever dreamed possible.
… after you find the pink slip inserted with what is now
your final paycheck.
… after your family and friends have heard the story
one too many times but you still need to talk it out.…
after...
The Christmas season is one of joy and sorrow. Joy for
the celebration of our Savior’s birth and the time we get
to spend with those we love. Sorrow for the absence of
those loved ones we once had joy with who have gone
home to be with the Lord. If you could use a Stephen
Minister to help with whatever crisis you may be
experiencing, just call. If you want to be a member of
this important ministry, just call. If you are a trained
Stephen Minister and you want to become active,
just call. Thank you for your support.
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A Ministry of Port Charlotte United Methodist Church

Director: Paula Mann
625-4356 phone / email: pcumcschool@gmail.com

Verse:

Student Ministries Barbara Hald
Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16
“Christmas in 3D”
Saturday, December 5
Christmas Parade, Punta Gorda
Saturday, December 12
“Parents’ Day Out” Fundraiser
Wednesday, December 23
Youth Christmas Party

Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve
Services at: 6pm, 8pm
& 11pm

“You will name him Jesus.” Luke 1:31

Prayer:
“Lord we thank you for this day
Bless all we do and all we say
May we each enjoy Thy blessings great
As Jesus’ birth we celebrate
And may the love that we share here
Remain throughout the coming year. Amen.”

Fun Events:
December 5: Christmas Parade
Dec. 16 at 10 am: The preschool will be
presenting "The ABC's of
Christmas.”
Dec. 18 at 10 am: “Happy Birthday, Jesus”
If there are any grandparents
from the church that would like
to join us for “Grahams with
Grands,” we are making
Gingerbread houses (well,
graham cracker houses)
Since there may be some grandparents
who don't live nearby, please sign up at
the welcome desk so we know better
how to plan.

PCUMC filled 200 boxes!

Dec. 21 - Jan. 1: CHRISTMAS BREAK
January 4: Only 3-day VPK return to
school. All others return Jan. 5.
January 6: Donuts with Dad

“Parents’ Day Out” Fundraiser
Saturday, December 12th, 12-5pm
$20.00 per child for a full five
hours of child care, fun activities
and snacks. When you return at
4:30pm you can get your Christmas
gifts wrapped in the hall before
picking up your children.
This is a Youth and Children fundraiser
- please help us to have a great day!

Merry Christmas
from the Weekday
Ministry staff,
Nancy
Patty
Cindy
Sandra

Carol
Jana
Elizabeth
Dawn
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December Birthdays
01 Brenda Ryan
01 Stacey Kern
02 Carol Fisher
02 Aubrey Relats
04 Gary Mason
05 Sharon Bencivengo
06 Chantel Young
07 Jessica Wilcek
09 Charles Polk
09 Jennifer Hughes
10 Laura Donham
10 Carson McNamara

11 Merle McDonald
11 Fern West
11 Julie Scott
11 Marie Bailey
13 Lucy Leavitt
13 Emory Oleson
13 Gina Brancheau
15 Sam Force
15 Nathan Foster
16 Elfreda Bryan
16 Angelo Wilkins
17 Paul Campbell

17 Judy Brown
18 Richard Mallard
18 Mark Joseph Hyndman
19 Shari McNemar
22 Virginia McConocha
22 Marsha Mikus
22 Greyson Greaves
23 Jacob Bowers
23 Serena LoTempio
24 Janice Brown
25 Sophia Bonsky
26 Gay Kemp

27 Dorothy deSilva
28 Sandra Walter
29 Joyce Gooden
29 Nick Bonsky
29 Kordell Slater
30 Maxine Bolitho
30 Arthur Miller
30 Bart McFarlane
30 Bob Cates

December Anniversaries
01 Warren and Alice Heidenis
10 J. C. and Margaret Spann
12 Jessica and Kristian Dunda
18 Ron and Patty Royer
19 G.Walford and Marlene Young
21 Charles and Paige Polk

23 Steve and Phyllis Cox
26 Paul and Norma Campbell
26 Don and Esther Keirnan
27 John and Josephine Keating
28 John and Gay Kemp
29 Fred Wagner and Linda Layman

2015 Community Christmas Dinner

Chris Burr

The church‛s sanctuary renovation will be completed by December 20th, in time for us to hold our 30th
anniversary community Christmas dinner in Fellowship Hall. Dinner will be served from 11:30 AM – 2:00
PM. Dinner includes turkey, ham, mashed potatoes/gravy, stuffing, sweet potato casserole, green beans,
cranberry sauce, rolls, desert and beverage. There is no charge for the meal and is open to all families or
anyone who might find themselves alone on Christmas.
The church will provide transportation for those with special needs who are unable to drive to the church.
Please call the church office during the daytime, M-F, to request this service. (941-625-4356).
If you prefer to have a meal delivered to your home, please call (941-769-3835). We will need your name,
number of meals, phone number, address, zip code, and any special instructions (gated community,
apartment number, etc.)
Reservations for both transportation and shut-in‛s home delivery must be made by Tuesday, December
22nd to allow for processing.
The dinner is prepared and served by church members and community volunteers. If you would like to
volunteer, please call Chris Burr (941-204-9974). If you attend Sunday services, please look for the detailed volunteer form in the Sunday bulletins following Thanksgiving.
Pastor Brian James and the 2015 dinner coordinator look forward to you being a part of our 30th
anniversary dinner’s “love gift” to Port Charlotte.
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Port Charlotte United Methodist Church
21075 Quesada Avenue
Port Charlotte, FL 33952-2546
Phone: (941) 625-4356
E-mail: info@pcumc.info
Website: www.pcumc.info
facebook.com/portcharlotteumc
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Sanctuary Grand Re-Opening and
Chancel Choir Christmas Presentation:

“The Songs of the Nativity”
Sunday, December 20
10:30am in the Sanctuary
Join us from 9:30-10:30am in Fellowship
Hall for a celebration reception before the
service at 10:30am.

On December 20th, the Chancel Choir will be leading our
congregation in "The Songs of the Nativity." We will hear
the full story of the births of Jesus and his forerunner, John the
Baptist, as recounted in Luke's Gospel. The choir will present
musical settings of the four songs of praise that punctuate the
story and that have been prominent in the church's repertoire of
worship songs for almost two millennia: the Song of Mary, the
Song of Zechariah, the Song of the Angels, and the Song of
Simeon. Invite friends and neighbors to come share with us in
a service that will provide a spiritual respite from Christmas
preparations and Christmas shopping with an immersion into
the Christmas story.

Community
Christmas Dinner
Wednesday, Dec. 25
11:30am - 2:30pm
Fellowship Hall

All are invited!
Christmas Dinner is
our gift to the
community!

