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THE RIGHT ANSWER 
Well we just did it!  Dustin and I just watched our first-born, Kelsey head off to college.  As we saw that happen 
this week, I thought back to when we brought him home from the hospital.  We were desperate for the right  
answer to ensure that Kelsey would turn out to be a great kid.  Lots of people tried to give us “their” right answer. 
 
 “Never let him sleep in your bed.” 
 “Always bottle feed him to create independence.” 
 “Breast feed him until he is 3 to create security.” 
 “Don’t ever send him to pre-school.  It will stunt his social development.” 
 “Send him to pre-school right away.  It’s crucial to his social development.” 
 “TV is good.” 
 “TV is bad.” 
 “He should be reading by age 5.” 
 “Take it slow in learning to read.  You’ll make him resent books if you force him.” 
 “Intervene when you see him having a problem with another child.” 
 “Let him handle things on his own.” 
 “Always let him know that you are there.” 
 “Don’t hover over him.” 
  
I wonder how we ever made any parenting decisions with all the right answers that were shared with us.   
We spent a lot of time wondering if we were damaging him beyond repair.  We spent lots of time, money, and  
energy trying to find those “right” answers. 
 
I now have four kids ranging in age from 18 to 9 and here is my perspective on the “right” answer.  There isn’t 
one.  There is no perfect parenting answer.  What works for one child will bring no fruit with another.  The “right” 
answer for one family wreaks havoc in another. 
 
Friends, we weren’t made to follow answers.  We were made to follow Jesus.  That’s it!  
 
This is the answer in parenting and in every aspect of our lives from infant to infinity.  We were made to follow 
Jesus’ lead in our marriages, our jobs, our churches, our relationships, our everything.  In Romans 12:2 Paul 
says, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing, and perfect will.” 
 
We weren’t made to follow answers.  We were made to be transformed into the unique person God intended us 
to be.  This enables us as men, women, and children to loosen our grip on the answers and hold on tight to Jesus 
Christ. 
 
As PCUMC moves into the fall season, we are a church that is richly blessed.  Each day we meet new people 
who are coming through the ministries that we offer and the welcome with which we embrace them.  Always  
remember, when people come looking for “the answer,” we need to offer them Jesus! 
 
Keep going and never quit! 
 
Grace,  Pastor Brian 
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Letters 

Health Ministry Jane Trammell 
It is that time again! We will be welcoming the  
“Big Red Bus” on September 25, 2011. 
 
A big “Thank You” for those who continue to  
participate in this effort. 
 
Respectfully, Jane Trammell 

Dear Pastor James, 
 
My family and I want to thank you for the lovely  
service at Richard’s funeral. We appreciate your  
expertise. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Dottie Stephen, Dee and Les Moshu and our  
precious granddaughter Stephanie. 
 
 
 
Dear Brian and Friends at P.C. Methodist Church, 
 
Thank you, Brian, for all your visits and prayers for 
Verlin as he fought so hard against diabetes. You 
enhanced his relationship with the Lord as you know. 
Thanks to Terry and all his visits and prayers and all 
our friends there at church. 
 
We will miss him but he is at peace. 
 
Love and thanks, 
 
Marilyn Morrison 

Have You Found Your 
Place to Serve? 
We have many areas which need the help of willing 
volunteers. Contact the church office and we will 
connect you with the Ministry leader in the area of  
service you’re interested in. It’s a great way to serve 
the Lord, get to know some new friends, and reach 
out to the community. Give it a try! 
 
Contact the office at 625-4356—Thank You! 

¨ Acolytes 
¨ Ushers 
¨ Greeters for Services 
¨ Yard Skills 
¨ Carpentry 
¨ Video and Sound Techs 
¨ Substitute Sunday School  

Teachers 
¨ Nursery workers 
¨ Youth Aides 
¨ Toddler Worker 
¨ Adult Choir 
¨ LRE Teams 
¨ Photography 
¨ Bus Drivers 
¨ Children’s Church 
¨ WNT 
¨ Kids’ Worship Sunday nights 
¨ Lay Leadership 

Sept. 25 
8am - 1:00pm 

The Trustees will host a town hall meeting and 
ice cream social at 2:00pm on October 8th at 
which time members of the congregation may 
present ideas regarding the parsonage.   
No decision will be made at this meeting;  
it is simply an opportunity for the Trustees to 
gather information from the congregation.   
Ideas presented will then be considered by the 
Trustees in order to identify several possible 
solutions.  Please come and share your thoughts 
with us regarding the use of the parsonage. 

Town Hall Meeting   
 The Board of Trustees 
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Sept 3 
Pancake Breakfast 7-11am 
 
Sept 21 
WNT Dinner, 5-6pm 
 

Sept 25 
Blood Drive  8am—1:00pm 
 
Sept 30 
Family Dinner & a Movie 
6-8pm  
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GEMS 

S
eptem

ber B
irthdays 

September  
Anniversaries 

1 J. C. Spann 
1 Shirley George 
1 Wanda Roberts 
1 Sophia Marie Olivo 
2 Steve Cox 
2 Jessica Mathias 
3 Hazel Guyler 
3 Marcie Marshall 
5 Hugh Brotherton 
5 Sam Emerick 
6 Betty Ruth Mason 
6 Jeff West 
7 Loretta Graney 
7 William West 
7 Linda Wyld 
8 Alice Heidenis 
8 Mary Moulin 
9 Elodie Vosburgh 

10 Calvin Tschetter 
12 Billie Deaton 
12 Marlene Marecek 
13 George Mann 
13 Les Reiselt 
13 Leslie Griner 
14 Burke Robinette 
14 David Cox,  Sr 
15 Donna Schipp 
16 Myra King 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

16 John Kelly 
17 Leonie Samuels 
17 Jill Mandrick 
19 Hugh Young 
19 Marjorie Fuller 
21 Arthur Rochester 
21 Lloyd Brown 
21 Eugene Edgington 
21 Judy Ammon 
21 Nina Schwartz 
21 Tyler Dampier 
23 Art deSilva 
23 Barbara McManamy 
23 Amanda Cates-Wegert 
24 Carmen Stephenson 
24 Bettylou Miller 
25 Dorothy Snethkamp 
25 Pat Boyd 
25 Marjorie Clark 
25 Leonard Alsene 
26 Ethel Walbridge 
28 John Connell 
30 Joanie Marshall 
30 Whitney Cates 

09/03/1949 Don and Pat Butler 
09/04/1965 Robert and Christine Burr 
09/04/1965 Arthur and Mildred Rochester 
09/06/1969 Gary and Cynthia Friend 
09/07/1968 Guy and Annette Emerich 
09/11/1976 Rick and Carol McCullough 
09/12/1959 Elbert and Sharon Chinn 
09/17/1950 Paul and Odie Coker 
09/17/1955 John and Evelyn Robertson 

 

G.E.M.S. stands for Girls Everywhere Meeting the  
Savior.  The PCUMC G.E.M.S. club # 3220 meets here 
at the church on Thursday evenings from 6:00 – 
7:30pm in The Port.  Our club year runs from February 
thru October.  Our girls’ ages range from 5 to 14.  Our club has had yet another terrific year including biblical 
life lessons, badge ceremonies, scripture, a birthday celebration, devotions, an awesome lock-in, prayer,  
fellowship and lots of fun.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for supporting this ministry.   
It has truly been a blessing to both the girls and the counselors that participate in this club.  I also want to give 
a special thank you to Ms. Patty, Ms. Marie and Ms. Amanda for their commitment to this ministry.     
September 25th is G.E.M.S. Sunday and we are once again looking forward to being a part of the worship  
services and seeing all of you.  
 
Thanks again, 
Lisa Friend – Club Coordinator 
 
Our Club Aim – Micah 6:8  
(And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God.) 
Our Mission – To help bring girls into a living, dynamic relation ship with our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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He was born in Frederick County, Maryland, on August 
1, 1779, right in the middle of the American Revolution. 
Though his father was an officer in the Continental 
Army, his parents were loyal members of the Church of 
England congregation in Frederick. But they faced a 
vexing problem. The area was under the control of the 
Continentals and all the local Anglican priests, having 
sworn an oath of allegiance to King George III, had  
vacated their rectories. None were available to baptize 
their son. 

The parents made a daring decision. They turned for 
help to the Reverend Mr. Frederick Lewis Henop,  
pastor of the German Reformed Church in Frederick. 
Even though they were not members of his church,  
he consented to baptize the boy. 

Reverend Henop was the fifth pastor of the German  
Reformed Church in Frederick. Its third pastor was 
Philip William Otterbein, co-founder of the United Breth-
ren. Otterbein’s pastorate there wasn’t entirely conflict-
free, but we’ll save that story for another time. Let’s get 
back to the boy whose father later served as a lawyer 
and judge. 

When the boy turned twenty-one, Otterbein was back  
in Frederick briefly for a meeting at the Peter Kemp 
farmhouse with Martin Boehm and several like-minded 
preachers. At that meeting they formally organized the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ. It’s almost  
certain that our young man didn’t attend that meeting, 
but other records show that he became a United  
Brethren song leader. 

He followed his father into the legal profession and  
began to practice in Frederick. His law partner later  
became chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. As a 
U.S. attorney in 1835, he prosecuted a man accused of 
trying to assassinate President Andrew Jackson.  
Reportedly, he also served as a Vice President of the 
American Bible Society from 1817 (just months after its 
founding) to 1843. 

But his chief claim to fame stemmed from a brief  
mission of a diplomatic nature during the War of 1812. 
While completing that mission, quite unexpectedly, he 
found himself to be an eyewitness to the British attack 
on Fort McHenry in Baltimore. His report of that battle 
and its aftermath has become one of the world’s best-
loved war stories. His name was Francis Scott Key. 

A FOOTNOTE: “The Star-Spangled Banner” was included in The 
Evangelical Hymnal (1921) and the United Brethren Church’s The 
Church Hymnal (1935). 

NEXT: Our Forgotten First Bishop  

The Boy Who Needed 
to Be Baptized by Jonathan Carlsen 

Remembering September 11th 
- Our American Spirit Endures -   
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September 11, 2011 - 6pm  

 
Begins at The Charlotte Harbor Event Center  

and ends at Laishley Park  
The River Walk will be led by first responders and 
rescue workers in New York as well as those who 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. Bring a flower to 

cast into the river in remembrance and a flashlight 
to shine in Laishley park after sunset.  

September 11, 2001 
Jonathan Carlsen 

 
1. The stone and steel in which we trust 

I saw turned into fire and dust, 
With countless lives by hate snuffed out, 

While far away seared souls exult. 
I surely could not understand 

How lies could pose as God's command. 
 

2. And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said. 

“This hate so strong that wields the sword 
Has robbed Your earth of peace, O Lord.” 
Then said the Lord, “Child, understand: 

No evil can impede My plan. 
 

3. “I warned, when on this earth I trod, 
False teachings would be spread abroad. 

These do not from mere mortals rise; 
Their author is the Prince of Lies. 

My people, if you turn to Me, 
I'll heal, shield, bless eternally.” 

 
Words: Jonathan Carlsen (September 14, 2001);  
Lines 2a and 2b are from “Christmas Bells,”  
by Henry W. Longfellow (December 25, 1863) 
Music: John B. Dykes (MELITA, 8.8.8.8.8.8,  
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save,” also known  
as “The Navy Hymn”) 

 



Port Charlotte United Methodist Church 6                                                                 September 2011 

Children’s Weekday Ministry   
   Ericka Brown 

Where did the summer go? Here we are in September 
again. Our 6th year, praising God! As the school year 
begins and we are all getting settled, I thought I would 
share with you some figures for this coming school year. 
Children’s Weekday Ministry has approximately 100 
students (we have room for a few more). We now have a 
paid staff of 13 and  too many volunteers to count! I thought 
you might like to know more about the teachers so I’m 
going to try and spot-light one or two a month.  
 
Paula Mann is our lead VPK 
(Voluntary Pre-K teacher) and 
also is my assistant in the 
afternoons. Paula has worked in 
this ministry for 5 years. She is a 
single mom of three. Meghan is 
14, Ethan is 12 and Katie is 11. 
Paula has been a teacher for 12  
years.  
 
Claire Sheffield teaches in one of 
our three-year-old classes and,  
on the days she isn’t in the 
classroom she is an Aide. Claire 
was part of this ministry for  
several years prior to her coming 
on staff. She has been on staff for 
3 years. Claire’s son Cole came 
to preschool here and is now in 
the 1st grade; Parker is in the 3rd 
grade. Claire and her husband 
Sean live in North Port with their 
two beautiful sons.   
 
This ministry is very blessed by 
them! 
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Love ��� � ���� Play ��� �  Learn 

Children’s Ministry Wednesday Night Together –
PBn’J’s (Port Believers in Jesus) will meet  
6-7pm each Wednesday at the Port. 
 
In September we will start practice for our 
Christmas program.  
 
Dinner and a Movie will be from 6-8pm the last 
Friday of the month. Some months will vary do 
to other programs, so keep an eye out for 
Children’s newsletters. 
 
Church@6 Series for Sept: Parables  
 
We are in need of help! If you love children and 
can spare 1 hour a month, please contact me. 
 
In His Love, Barbara 

Children’s Ministry   
 Barbara Hald 

Paula Mann 

Claire Sheffield 
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Paige Calvert 

Youth Ministry   
 Paul Kisner 

 

Calling all Teens! 
Lock-in at Boca Grande UMC 
Games, worship and beach time 
 
October 1-2 
Cost $25 + 2 cans of soup Sign-up by 

Sept 18! The pictures tell it all. Our youth had a great time at camp! 
A big thank-you to everyone who made it possible for our 
youth to attend. 

Autumn Browning, Paige Calvert,  
Clarice Hald, Kaitlin Fisher, Dana Sweet, 

Alex Brown, Tiffany Roberts,  
Eryne Phillips, Oliver Mueller 

Autumn Browning, Alex Brown 

Clarice Hald, Tiffany Roberts 

Eryne Phillips 

Kaitlyn Fisher 

Clarice Hald 
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CHURCH  STAFF 
Brian James, Senior Pastor 

 
Ruthann Allen 
    Accompanist 

Katherine Arthington 
 Communications Coordinator 

Nancy Bosserdet 
 Finance Secretary 

Ericka Brown 
 Director of Children’s  
 Weekday Ministries 

Ellen Even 
 Church Secretary 

Barbara Hald 
 Director of Children’s Ministry 

Carol Hansen 
 Church Administrator 

Paul Kisner  
 Youth Director  

Mick Vincze 
 Church Sexton 

Eileen West 
 Music Director & Organist 
 

The Newsletter is published monthly.  
Articles and submissions are due by the 
15th of the prior month. Submissions are 
preferred via email. All articles are subject 
to editing for space and/or content. 

 
Port Charlotte United Methodist Church 
21075 Quesada Avenue 
Port Charlotte, FL  33952-2546 
 
Phone: 941-625-4356 
Fax:     941-625-0144 
E-mail: info@pcumc.info 
Website: www.pcumc.info 
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Flu clinics will be held at Port Charlotte 

United Methodist church on the following dates: 
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7:30am - 11am 
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�����	��������������  
4pm - 7pm�

��
���
�����	��������������  
4pm - 7pm 

 
The following vaccines will be available:  
� Flu-regular**   � Flu (preservative-free)**  

� Flu (High-Dose)** 

� Pneumonia** � Tetanus Booster � Pertussis�

 
**Medicare Part B covers these vaccines.  

Tetanus & Pertussis shots may be paid by cash, check or 
credit card. Insurance-friendly receipts provided. 

 
You must bring your Medicare card with you, along  
with any insurance cards. Social Security numbers 
sometimes differ from Medicare Numbers so these 

must be provided also. 
 

If you have questions, contact Jane Trammell in the  church office 625-4356 


